
 
 

  The Spire 
 

rom Your  Pastor   
October  2007  

                  A par t of something bigger  
 
 You, as a member of The Kingston Congregational Church, are a part of 
something bigger, for we are a United Church of Christ.  Our name is officially The 
Kingston Congregational Church, United Church of Christ. 
 
 We are honored to host all the UCC churches in the state, gathering at Kingston 
for their Autumn meeting on October 27.  It’s been a long time since we have held this 
honor to extend hospitality to our denomination, although our people have been highly 
active in our denomination.  Members have served on the search committee for the 
Conference Minister and now for the Associate Conference Minister, they serve in 
leadership roles in the divisions and committees of the Conference, they attend meetings, 
ordinations and councils as delegates, and they participate in the summer camping 
program. 
 
 All of us contribute to the mission and ministry of the state and national 
denomination.  In 2007, Kingston will contribute $22,500 to Our Church’s Wider 
Mission, $8,500 to the Rhode Island Conference dues, and another $2,500 to Local 
Conference Missions – a total of $33,500 to the United Church of Christ.  Those funds go 
to help people around the world for disaster relief, for the development of church school 
curriculum and materials like our hymnal and book of worship, and for underwriting 
leaders to provide resources, encouragement, and help to the churches. 
 
 Our Conference Minister visits us regularly.  I usually invite Chuck Barnes to 
preach on our Confirmation Sunday, a high point of the year for us.  He is also among our 
people regularly as a resource, guide, friend, and pastor.  If we were in trouble, he’d be 
there.  When we don’ t know what to do, he’s the one to ask. 
 
 This month, as we extend hospitality to our friends and colleagues from the 
United Church of Christ in Rhode Island, I encourage you to learn about your 
denomination. 
 
 The UCC website is http://ucc.org/.   Take a look to see what the UCC is doing 
in the world, as well as resources for parents, teachers, youth, and young adults.  You can 
find a church easily on this website, if you are traveling about the country.  You can surf 
religious news headlines.  So much of what you read in the news is about bad news, when 
it comes to churches.   Take a look to see the good that churches accomplish when they 
are united. 
 
 The website for our Rhode Island Conference is http://www.r icucc.org/.  This 
site previews coming activities and programs and provides a link to the state’s newsletter. 

 F 



 The nearest UCC theological seminary is the Andover Newton Theological 
School, whose website is http://www.ants.edu/.  You may be aware that some of our 
members have attended or are attending Andover Newton, but look at the web site to 
learn how you could take an “e course”  on the internet. 
 
 If you haven’ t checked recently, look at OUR website at 
www.kingcongchurch.org.  You can listen to last week’s service (press “sermons”), see 
the latest SPIRE, read our congregation’s policies and bylaws, look at our photo albums, 
check the calendar (This IS the church calendar), or register your children for church 
school online. 
 
 I like how some in our denomination are pronouncing it with a different twist… 
with a pause between the first and last two words:  The UNITED CHURCH… pause… 
OF CHRIST.  They do this to emphasize that we are the United Church… that we are 
united and connected, one with another, and in our cooperation are a part of something 
much bigger. 

                                                                                               
             – John Zehring 

 

Welcome to new visitors and to old friends. Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, 
fathers, single people and children. Welcome to people of all colors, cultures, abilities, 
and sexual orientation, to young and old, to believers and questioners, and welcome to 
questioning believers.  Welcome to all who have no church home, need strength, want 
to follow Christ, have doubts, or do not believe. We joyfully and unconditionally 
welcome you. We hope you find peace and inspiration in our service. YOU are 
welcome here!   
                                                                              (Voted on and approved by the congregation January 28, 2007) 

 
 

OCTOBER SUNDAYS 
 
October 7 Message:  Miracles, Signs and Wonders: Are they for real? (Part 1 of 2).  

Sermon Talk-back following worship.  Baptism:  Zoe and Dylan Saurette.   
 Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 
October 14 Message:  It’s not the miracle.  It’s not the miracle.  It’s the message.  

(Part 2 of 2).  Baptism:  Aidan Christopher Huff.  Presentation of Bibles.   
 Quarterly Meeting of the Congregation, following worship. 
 
October 21 Kevin Munroe preaching.    
 Blue Jean Sunday.  Confirmation Class meets at 5 p.m., Fireplace Room. 
 
October 28 Message:  A Lighthouse of Hope.  A Time with the Children, with Christi 

Saurette.  Second Hour Program with guest leaders from South Kingstown 
Community Partnership for Prevention – especially for parents of children 
and teens. 

 
October’s Deacon of the Month is Diana Geisler. 



Baptisms: 
Jack Howard Gwaltney Parents: Adam and Kim Gwaltney September 9, 2007 
Naomi Gertrude Nelson Parents: Brian and Jaime Nelson September 16, 2007 
 
 
The Congregation is saddened to learn of the death of Gail Rudginsky.  The Pastor has 
invited the Sunday Morning Book Group, of which Gail was a participant, to plan a time 
of remembrance and celebration for Gail’s life, which will be held on November 18th at 
11:00 am in the Fireplace Room. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION BEGINS 
 

Confirmation is a time when young people consider the vows spoken on their 
behalf at baptism and confirm those vows as they join the church to become members.  
Designed for 9th grade students, the Confirmation program leads up to the Service of 
Confirmation and provides them background on the Bible, beliefs, the church, and teen 
issues.  During the year, participation with the Senior High School Youth Group will be 
interwoven with classes taught by the Senior Pastor and guests.  
 

An ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING will be held October  17 at 6:00 pm for 
Confirmands, Parents, and Deacons with the Senior Pastor, Confirmation Coordinators 
(Sandee Andrew, Jill Dumican) and Senior High Advisors. 
 

The first CONFIRMATION CLASS meets October 21 in the Fireplace Room, 
5:00 to 6:30 pm. 
 

KCC hosts the RI  UCC Autumnal Meeting 
 The Rhode Island Conference of the United Church of Christ – 34 churches in our 
state, including one in Connecticut and another in Massachusetts – will gather for their 
Autumn meeting October 27 at the Kingston Congregational Church, UCC.  We are 
honored to host our friends and colleagues from around the state. 
 
 The Theme is “ Who is My Neighbor?”   Programs will be presented on the UCC 
response to National Disasters, with national UCC leaders speaking. 
 
 KCC Coordinator for Logistics is Angelo Mendillo.  Deb Shaw is a member of 
the program planning team.  Preacher for the Meeting is John Zehring.  Delegates to the 
RI UCC are: Canna Falby, Cliff Falby, Elizabeth McNab, Jacque Piez, Deb Shaw, Joann 
Svehlik, Wayne Svehlik, Rosemary Wilson, and Rebecca Harlow (youth). 
 
 Thank you to all who are involved in extending hospitality to our United 
churches! 
 
 



 

 
         

The Kingston Congregational Church 
United Church of Chr ist 

 
QUARTERLY MEETING 

Sunday, October  14, 2007 
10:45 a.m. 

Church Sanctuary 
Child care will be available. 

 
Tentative Agenda 

  
1.   Call to Order 
  
2.  Adoption of Agenda  
 
3.  Minutes of Quarterly Meeting June 24, 2007  
 
4.  Treasurer©s Report 
 
5.  Presentation of  Draft 2008 Budget for Discussion 
 
6.  Reports:  Trustees, Deacons, Christian Education, Mission and          
      Social Justice, Women©s Fellowship 
 
7.   President©s Report 
 
8.   Old Business 
  
9.   New Business 
  
10. Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
 

 
 



Kingston Congregational Church 
Quarter ly Meeting 

June 24, 2007 
Called to order at 11:45 AM. 
 
Information distributed: Agenda for June 24, 2007 
                                       Minutes for April 29, 2007 
 
It was M/S/P to adopt agenda for today. 
 
It was M/S/P to accept minutes of April 29, 2007. 
 
Treasurer’s Report-Dick Shaw reported that pledges are about $20,000.00 below where 
they should be at this time. Expenses are on track. A transfer of $26,000.00 from the 
Endowment fund has been done. 
 
Trustees’  Report-Dick Shaw reported that the church received $5,000.00 from the Potter 
fund to upgrade the lightening protection system which will be done the last week in July. 
The trustees will also be having the gutters on the church house repaired soon. St. James 
UCC church in Pennsylvania has a youth group coming here for a work camp and they 
will be sleeping at our church on Friday, June 29 and Saturday, June 30. 
 
Deacons’  Report-Frank Lenox offered congratulations to Judy Scott on her ordination 
and thanks to her for preaching. 
Mike McMahon has agreed to serve as a Deacon. 
John Zehring will be on sabbatical and Judy Scott, Kevin Munroe and Frank Lenox will 
be on call for any needs or emergencies. 
 
Christian Education Report-Youth council conveners are Jill Dumican and Scott 
Alemany. 
Senior High Coordinators are Sharon Alemany and Gail Farrell. 
Junior High Coordinators are Susan Buntz and Elizabeth Larimer. 
Confirmation: Sandee Andrew and Jill Dumican. 
Representing the church: Jack Beliveau and Mark Ferrelli 
Representing the staff: Kevin Munroe 
 
Missions and Social Justice Report - Special offering envelopes will be going out in the 
Spire. 
The Darfur collection is over $700.00 to date. It will be sent to the International Rescue 
committee which is working in refugee camps on health issues and clean water supplies. 
The Spire can now be received by e-mail to save paper and mailing costs. 
The next special offering will be in October for Blanket Sunday. 
 
Women’s Fellowship Report - There will be a busy Fall coming up. Some of the dates are: 
     Mon-Sept 10 Potluck Supper 
                Sat – November 17 Gingerbread houses 
                Fri-December 14 Christmas dinner 
There is a directory of women in the church available in the church office. 



Synod-Elizabeth McNab spoke about the 50th celebration including speakers Bill Moyers, 
Barack Obama and Peter Gomes. 
There will be a full worship service today, June 24, at 3:00PM 
 
Fund Raiser-61 people have signed up for the cruise to the Baltics in the summer of 2008. 
 
Cemetery-The new sign for the Old Fernwood Cemetery has been dedicated and 
information about plots in the cemetery is available from Elizabeth McNab. 
 
Tom Butcher-information is available on the UCC website concerning topics to be voted 
on at Synod. 
 
Marcus Ferrelli-there will be a leaders’  retreat in the fall based on the book Better to 
Great. 
 
Old Business-none 
 
New Business-none 
 
Judy Scott offered the closing prayer. 
 
It was M/S/P to adjourn at 11:05AM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Holland, Clerk 

 
Strategic Planning 

 
 Church members interested in taking an active role in the strategic planning process for 
the KCC should contact John Zehring (783-6975; j_zehring@yahoo.com) or Marc Ferrelli (339-
0304; marc4le@cox.net). 
 
 We need leaders for small discussion groups and facilitators for the meetings.  The first 
order of business will be to develop a mission statement for the church and present it to the 
congregation for approval. 
 

Blue Jean Sunday 
October 21, 2007 

  
 Plan to spend an hour or two after Church to help the Trustees and our Sexton, Andy, do 
some cleaning up around our Church facility.  There are two reasons for this year©s cleanup: (1) 
our normal fall cleanup both inside and outside and (2) on October 27th the RI Conference 
Autumnal Meeting is being held at our Church so we want to impress all the Conference 
delegates. A light lunch will be provided for the workers. 

 



An Oppor tunity for  Everyone to Buy $5 Blankets 
Church Wor ld Sunday Blanket Sunday, October  14, 2007 

  
 How many blankets can you supply people in need?  Well, we have the opportunity to 
donate money on BLANKET SUNDAY to buy functional blankets.  For just five dollars ($5.00) 
you provide someone with a blanket they can use for warmth, shelter and a small bit of security 
in a crisis situation at home or abroad. Church World Service Blanket Sunday is October 14th, a 
very important day for so many people around the world. Your Board of Missions is eager to 
supply as many blankets as we can in this year of desperate need throughout the world.  
Remember, it is only $5 a blanket.  Please help the Board of Missions make this a very 
successful drive. 
 
Your Board of Missions:   Carolyn Barwise, Clark Bridgman, Cindy Buxton, Tina Letcher, Jean 
Miller, Margaret Munroe, Clay Sink and Patty Stout 
 

S. P. N. M. 
 
As we greet our 20th anniversary serving families in South Providence in 2008 

we hope you will support the continuation of the mission by participating in the Fall Non-Dinner 
Dinner, taking out an ad for your business or yourself in our 2008 Program Book or becoming a 
donor in our "Gift of Hope" Fund Drive.   

 
Your efforts promote the quality of life for thousands of folks every year.  We are 

extremely thankful to you. 
 

 See pictures of the summer camp program at www.snapfish.com.  Go to 
info@spnm.org, password: summer07. 

 
Visiting Committee 

 
 The Visiting Committee welcomes more members.  If you are interested, please call Ann 
Ross at 783-2671 or Pat Weeden at 783-2029.  

Parents/Adults 
OPEN YOUR EYES 

 
 

To what’s happening with our  youth! 
 

 Calling parents of middle and high school youth and all concerned adults to attend this 
important program to raise awareness about the substance use and abuse that’s going on with 
kids right here in our own community.   
   When:  Sunday, October 28th 
   Where: Kingston Congregational Church, Fireplace Room 
   Time:  Immediately following the 9:30 am service 
  
 For questions or more information, please contact:  
   Deb Harig at 783-9113 or debharig@skprevention.com      
   or the Rev. John Zehring at 783-6975 or j_zehring@yahoo.com. 



 

 

Adult Educational Programs 
2007 – 2008 

All classes meet on Tuesdays from 7 pm to 8:30 pm in the Fireplace Room. 
 
 
 
FALL – October 30, November 6 and 13, 2007 

Psalms 
 Tom Butcher 
 
 
WINTER - January 15, 22, 29, 2008 

The Journeys of Paul 
 Dr. Paul Jacobs 
 
 
EARLY SPRING - April 8, 15, 22 

The Hard Sayings of Jesus 
 John Zehring 
 
 
LATE SPRING - May 20, 27, June 3 

Discussion of Volunteer Simplicity 
 Amy Hubertus 
 



KCC Adult Education 
 

THE PSALMS- “A Journey through the Psalms” 
3 Sessions- October 30, November 6, and November13  

Tuesday evenings at 7PM in the Fireplace Room 
Discussion Leader-Tom Butcher 

 
 There are 150 Psalms. Some very familiar to us. When were they written, who wrote them, what 
was their purpose?  There are 5 divisions/books. Hermann Gunkel classified the Psalms into 5 types 
(Hymns, Laments of Community, Royal Psalms, Individual Laments, and Individual Songs of 
Thanksgiving). We’ ll discuss some of this background and then explore individual Psalms. Written 
more than 2200 years ago, the Psalms played a central role in the religious and spiritual life of the 
Hebrew people. Over the years since, they have provided guidance and strength to people on a daily 
basis. Our goal for these 3 sessions is to allow you to gain a better understanding of the Psalms and to 
allow you the opportunity to draw upon them for part of your daily sustenance. All are welcome; group 
participation and discussion will be encouraged. 

 
 

Cookies by the Pound 
A Fundraiser  

By the 
Women’s Fellowship 

 
  The Women’s Fellowship will be selling homemade Christmas cookies by the pound at their 
annual after church Christmas Sale on December 9th.  Jan Kraus is looking for volunteers to help her get 
this new fund raising idea off the ground.  Jan’s former church in Seneca Falls, NY started this idea 10 
years ago and it has grown into a very successful, fun fund raiser of their WF Society, now baking and 
selling thousands of cookies each year. 
 
 The key is to bake A LOT of cookies about 3 inches in size of MANY VARIETIES that are 
attractively displayed to sell. Customers select and put the cookies they want in attractive boxes, which 
are sold by weight.  These make wonderful gifts for family, friends, teachers and hostesses. 
  
 Jan is asking for your help. She needs people to help with publicity, to enlist cookie makers (our 
suggested goal is 30 – 40, each baking at least 4 dozen of their best Christmas cookies), and to plan for 
the sale by finding volunteers to help with set-up, selling and clean up. 
  
 Specific equipment needed at the sale are two food scales (hopefully borrowed), gift boxes, 
disposable surgical gloves and/or bakery “ tissues”  for handling the cookies, paper tablecloths and 
borrowed large trays and cake stands on which to display the cookies.  

 
 In October a sign up sheet will be posted in the Fellowship Hall. If you wish to help with the 
above planning needs and/or bake for the sale, please take the time to sign up!  
 
God Bless 

 
Jan Kraus 
VP of WF 
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 Vacation in North Conway, NH 
 Time Share getaway to NH 
 Cruise around Narragansett Bay 
 Estate Jewelry 
 Water Color Painting  
 Impressionist Painter 
 Dine out 

 Professional services 
 Gift Baskets 
 Professional Services 
 Silk Scarves 
 Belts 
 Gourmet Dinner 

 
And some very exciting gifts that can be purchased the day of the event!  

We are still taking donations! 
Please contact Mark Tortolani  

401-539-7417 
 

2007-2008 Kingston Congregational Church Music Ser ies 
Three Concer ts at the Kingston Congregational Church 

 
2610 Kingstown Road, Kingston, RI 02881, 401-783-5330 

 
For all concerts, the suggested donation is $15 at the door. 

 
Contributions to the Concert Series are also gratefully received:  

Sponsor, $100; Patron, $50-$99; and Friend, $25-$49; and will be listed in the program. 
Please make out checks to the Kingston Congregational Church Music Series. 

 
����  
 

October  7, 2007, Sunday, at 3pm:  
John Dennewitz and Steve Lin from the well-regarded Boston Guitar Project  

will perform an exciting program of solo and duo classical guitar works 
 

����  
 

February 3, 2008, Sunday, at 3pm:  
Theresa Pope, Jane Murray, & Susan Wood of the celebrated Northeast Chamber Trio 

will grace us with beautiful pieces for flute, oboe, and bassoon 
 

����  
 

May 10, 2008, Saturday, at 7:00pm:  
Valerie Nicolosi, mezzo soprano, will enchant us with a solo voice recital featuring 

A Celebration of Motherhood in Song 



The 2007-2008 Kingston Congregational Church Music Ser ies 
 

Presents: 
 

John Dennewitz and Steve Lin from the well-regarded Boston Guitar Project  
And former students of well-known classical guitarist Eliot Fiske 

Will perform an exciting program of solo and duo classical guitar works. 
 

On: 
 

October 7, 2007, Sunday, at 3pm 
 

At: 
 

2610 Kingstown Road, Kingston, RI 02881, 401-783-5330 
 
 

 
 
 

John Dennewitz has delighted diverse audiences for 15 years throughout Connecticut, 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts, performing for public and private functions such as art 
receptions, weddings, church services, and benefits concerts. He first studied the guitar 
privately with Jazz guitarist Leo Amitrano. Later, he earned an A.F.A degree from the 
Community College of Rhode Island, and a B.M. degree from Rhode Island College 
studying with classical guitarist Mychal Gendron. He also holds a M.M. degree from the 
New England Conservatory of Music where he studied with world-renowned classical 
guitarist Eliot Fisk. Currently, Dennewitz teaches privately in both Newport and 
Wakefield Rhode Island, and is also the classical guitar instructor at the Community 
College of Rhode Island. See http://www.johndennewitz.com/ 
 
Steve L in is a former student of the prominent classical guitarist, Eliot Fisk, and has 
performed for audiences throughout the United States, Taiwan and Italy. He is a versatile 
musician in both solo and ensemble and maintains an extensive repertoire, spanning from 
the Renaissance to the Romantic. He is also an advocate of contemporary music, actively 
collaborating in new projects and commissioning new works for the guitar. In 2005 Steve 
Lin founded the Boston Guitar Project and became the assistant director of Boston Guitar 
Fest. Steve has a debut CD, made possible due to a recording prize shared with Joseph 
Williams as joint winners of the Boston GuitarFest 2006 Competition. His second CD 
will feature a program of the works of Agustín Barrios and Antonio Lauro. See 
http://www.linguitar.com/biography.html 



A new addition to the collection of books in KCC’s Library: 
“ The Purpose Dr iven L ife”  

by Rick Warren   
 

 This book will help you understand why you are alive and God’s amazing plan for 
you-both here and now, and for eternity. It is a book of hope and challenge. 
 
 Even before the universe was created, God had you in mind, and he planned you 
for his purposes. These purposes will extend far beyond the few years you will spend on 
earth. You were made to last forever! 
 
 The Purpose Driven Life is a blueprint for Christian living in the 21st century. 
Using over 1,200 scriptural quotes and references, it challenges the conventional 
definitions of worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. 
              
By Rick Warren 
 

           THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH:  Who is my neighbor? 
 
  Each month Your Peace & Justice Task Force – inspired by the Environmental 

Task Force, we admit – will highlight interesting UCC issues in the Spire.  This month 
we©re lucky to have a "local locale" right here in Kingston Congregational Church:  The 
RI  Conference Annual Meeting on October 27.  Theme:  Who is my Neighbor?  The 
focus:  National Disaster  Ministr ies. 

 
  Ever since Brook Ross, who grew up in KCC, spoke to us about his disaster work 

in Indonesia, we©ve realized just how much our church can help. In that same year we 
also gave very generously to Katrina relief in the US.  Recently the KCC Missions Board 
established the "Floating Disaster Relief Offering," first given for Darfur relief in June of 
this year. 

 
  Our congregation has always been acutely sensitive to the needs of others, but I©m 

sure that after the Autumnal Meeting we©ll be aware of just how much "One Great Hour 
of Sharing" can really do.  Please plan to attend – and take notes! 

 
 Thanks for caring, 
 

Tina Letcher for the Peace and Justice Task Force 
 

Spire by E-mail 
 
 If you would like to receive your Spire by E-mail please call the church office. It will 
save the church money as well as saving paper. A number of us have been doing so for some 
time and it is working out very well.  If you use e-mail regularly, The Environmental Task Force 
encourages you to give it a try! 
 

Names and Addresses  
1. Please check your address label on the front of this Spire.  If it is incorrect in some 

way, please contact the KCC office at 783-5330 or office@kingcongchurch.org. 
2. If you know someone who isn’ t receiving the Spire but would appreciate it, please tell 

the office. 
3. If you would like to be removed from the Spire mailing list, please contact the office. 



 
 


