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Where is God? Here! 
 

If you are reading this newsletter near or around January 1, you are reading it in the midst of the 
Christian Christmas “season,” the short, 12-day liturgical period set aside to bask in the joy and 
glory of God-with-us between December 25 and January 5. Christmas, and the good news it brings, 
are all about incarnation, a “child born for us, a son given to us,” “the word made flesh,” 
“Emmanuel.” This is the most provocative and astounding claim of Christianity: that in the human 
person of Jesus of Nazareth the fullness of God can be found. In the early centuries of the Christian 
Church, during the era of what are called “the Christological controversies,” when early church 
theologians and believers were trying to understand and speak about exactly how Jesus was both 
human and God, some factions argued for “fully human,” and some argued for “fully God.” But the 
consensus landed on a paradoxical double truth, “fully God, fully human.” In fact, in that era of 
Greco-Roman culture, filled with myths of gods walking the earth and intervening in human affairs, 
or emperors claiming divinity, it wasn’t so controversial to claim Jesus was fully divine. What was 
more controversial was to claim Jesus was fully human. But the Church has stubbornly stuck with 
this astonishing truth claim: in the man Jesus, the fullness of God is found. Belief in the incarnation 
has profound implications not just for how we do church but for how we live in the world. The stuff 
of this world has been infused with divinity. “Earth is crammed with heaven,” as the poet says. 
God’s presence in Jesus reveals the holiness of our human life, the infused Presence of God here 
and now, the immediacy of “eternal life,” calling us to not just wait for heaven but “do justice, love 
kindness and walk humbly with our God” here and now. Jesus didn’t walk our roads and sit at our 
tables to give us a ticket out of here to a better place; Jesus touched our wounds and embraced our 
brokenness so we could live in God’s Realm now. This is the deep, profound meaning of 
Christmas. God has chosen to live with us, in us and for us.  
 
Which leads me to explain a slight change to our congregational sung response at the end of every 
Communion Sunday, “Go Now in Peace” that I have suggested and the Deacons have embraced. 
The song is a beautiful affirmation of God’s close and present love and leading…until the second to 
last line, where the lyric strays into a less-than incarnational theology: “…God will be there, 
watching from above…” As I shared with the Deacons, this imagery of a God “up there, away, 
above” is a vestige of an old worldview and a troubling theology, a “three-tiered universe,” with 
heaven up, hell below and earth in between. God’s realm was above. God was removed, 
“watching,” not here, with-us, intimately connected to our earthly living. So, I have suggested we 
change the line to: “God is right here on earth as above.” It is, in my thinking, not only more in line 
with our incarnational theology but also the other lines of the beautiful chorus that affirm God’s 
very present closeness. It’s not perfect (it still implies there’s an “above-ness” to God), but it 
stresses God’s vital and commensurate presence “on earth,” which is just what our incarnational 
theology and our Christmas carols proclaim. We’ll be using this revised lyric for the next few 
months as a trial period. Please give it a try and let us know your thoughts! 
 
Grace&Peace, Rev. Jan 
 

 F 



 

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.                                                                     
      

 
January’s Deacon of the Month is Jim Findlay (james_findlay@uri.edu) 

 
  

Memorial Service Postponed 
 

The memorial service planned for Doris Findlay in January will be postponed due to the recent 
surge of COVID.  
 
 
Worship in January: 
 
In January (after finishing the Christmas season with an Epiphany celebration) we continue with our 
yearlong “Follow Me” worship and education program that focuses on the practices that Jesus taught 
and modeled. Beginning in September, we spent four weeks introducing the call to be followers of 
Jesus. In October we took up the Christian practice of “Welcoming All.” In November we explored the 
spiritual practice of “Living in Community” and in December we immersed ourselves in the practice of 
“Hope.” In January, we take on “Baptize,” which isn’t just a singular sacrament but a way of living, 
immersed in God’s love, forgiveness and new life. 
 
Sunday, January 2 : Epiphany Observed (2nd Sunday of Christmas). Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
The final Sunday of the Christmas season and the day we remember the visit of the Magi to Bethlehem. 
These wise visitors searched the heavens, discerned something new, and set off on a pilgrimage of 
wonder. How might their story inspire our own brave explorations of where God is shining a new light 
for us? 
 
Sunday, January 9 - Baptism of Christ/Remember Your Baptism (1st week of our “Baptism” 
unit/practice). Mark 1:1-11. Each year on this second Sunday of January Christians around the world 
retell the story of Jesus’ baptism and the blessing of God over him as he began his ministry, and 
celebrate our own sacramental affirmation and calling. This Sunday we will renew our baptisms with 
water and the Word.  
 
Sunday, January 16 – Cross the Divide (2nd week of our “Baptism” unit/practice). Exodus 14:10-31. 
The great story of the Exodus is a water story in which God leads the people fleeing slavery in Egypt 
through the Red Sea to freedom. We say we want freedom but so often choose what we already know. 
How might God be inviting us to take the plunge and dare new freedoms? The water doesn’t part till 
Moses takes the first step. Might that be true for us? 
 
Sunday, January 23 ― Die and Rise (3rd week of our “Baptism” unit/practice). Romans 6:3-11. 
In Christian baptism we are invited to share in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Baptism, especially as it 
was originally practiced with full immersion, is a symbolic death and rebirth. We tend to emphasize the 
latter and not the former. But surely there are something in us and in our world we need to let die in 
order for new life to arise. Jesus says we have to lose our life to find it. Let’s reflect on this paradoxical 
promise. 
 
Sunday, January 30 – Honor the Body (4th week of our “Baptism” unit/practice). 1 Corinthians 12:12-
31. Paul says that by baptism we are made one in Christ’s body. Baptism is not, then, [only] about 
individuals. It’s about becoming a new community. We are made new that we might live in new ways 
together. Let’s explore what it means to be baptized into community, into connection, into One Body.  



Called to Care: a New Caring/Visiting Ministry 
 
The Board of Membership is reconstituting its Caring and Visiting Committees under a new 
name: Called to Care. Called to Care is a program initiated by the United Church of Christ 
in which local churches train and send out Called to Care visitors under the direction of a 
coordinator and/or pastor (http://uccfiles.com/pdf/CTC-Resource-Description.pdf). Janice 
Trottier and Rev. Jan are organizing the launching of a Called to Care team for KCC.  
 
Who: 
Visitors: 
Do you feel a call to companion and support people, especially older persons, who need a 
friendly face and a kind, listening ear? Would you like to learn some basic companioning and 
caregiving skills (that you can use anywhere)? Do you have 1-2 hours a month you could 
give to visiting a senior or member in need of support in their residence? Are you ready to 
enjoy and receive the gift of wonderful people’s company? You may be a perfect fit for 
Called to Care! 
 
Visitees: 
Our congregation includes members/friends who have limited ability to attend church or who 
have a desire for more contact with church members to foster caring relationships. Visitees 
are individuals who could use another friendly face and caring person to offer supportive 
presence.  
 
What: 
Called to Care visitors will be asked to make a minimum of one visit/month, requiring 
approximately an hour (along with travel time). You will need to have your own 
transportation. You will be assigned a visitee (who has asked to be visited by a Called to 
Care visitor) and make contact with them to arrange a day/time for your visit. You’ll travel 
to their residence and spend about an hour (more  or less) visiting, with a focus on friendship 
and support.  
 
Called to Care is meant to supplement the pastoral ministry of the church, not replace it. The 
Pastor will still be visiting congregants with a focus on those in urgent need and crisis, such 
as hospitalization, bereavement, life crises. Called to Care visitors will focus on congregants 
who need/want non-urgent care and companionship. 
 
When: 
Rev. Jan will lead a two-session training for Called to Care visitors in January 2022, on 
Sundays after church: January 9 and 16. Attend these two, 1-hour meetings to get oriented to 
the Called to Care program, (re)learn some basic companioning and caregiving skills (like 
active listening, positive regard, clear boundaries), and get ready to make your first visits. 
 
How: 
To participate in Called to Care you need to call or email Rev. Jan: 
revjan@kingcongchurch.org; commit for one year to one visit per month; attend the January 
training meetings; have your own transportation and be able to visit members in their 
residences.  
 
Goal: 
To extend the pastoral caregiving of our congregation and maintain active and caring 
connection with all members, especially those who might need emotional and spiritual 
support. 



 

 
The January Congregational Meeting 

of 
The Kingston Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
 

will be Held in the Sanctuary & via Zoom 
following the Worship Service 

 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 

10:45 a.m. 
Joyce Stevos, Moderator 

 

Tentative Agenda 

 

1. Call to Order                                                     Joyce Stevos, Moderator  

2. Adoption of Agenda  

3. Approval of Minutes of Congregational Meeting of October 17, 2021 

4. Report of the President                                    Louise Pearson 

5. Report of the Treasurer                                   Sharon Davis 

6. Report of the Funding Forward Experience   Rev Dr. Jan Gregory-Charpentier         

                                                                            David Bergeron 

7. Reports of Board and Committees  

8. Old Business 

9. New Business 

10. Pastor’s Comments & Closing Prayer Rev. Dr. Jan Gregory-Charpentier 

11. Adjourn 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Congregational Meeting 

Kingston Congregational Church, UCC 

Sunday, October 17, 2021 
 
1. Call to Order by Moderator, Joyce Stevos(10:50 am) 

a. 4 handouts: Agenda with Minutes from May 16, 2021; Balance Sheet; 
Endowment Portfolio Report; Annual Report 

b. Quorum declared by Moderator (in-person and online) 
c. Only dissenters should raise their hands during a vote. 

 
2. Adoption of Agenda 

a. Motion to accept the agenda, M/S/P 
 
3. Approval of Minutes of January 24, 2021 Congregational Meeting,  

a. Approved as read 
 

4. Report of the President, Louise Pearson (given by Sue Berman) 
Please visit the new website; useful for current members as well as prospective 
members. If you are a Board Chair and would like to post photos or information 
on the website, please speak with Michelle Girasole. 
As always, we are seeking volunteers to fill positions 

 
5. Report of the Treasurer, Sharon Davis (ex-officio) 

a. Pledges are on time, members are meeting their pledges 
b. The Endowment transfer has not occurred yet (6%, $80k) 
c. Investment Comm - value of the Endowment is $1.6M, up 10.7% 
d. Motion to accept the report, M/S/P 

 
6. Reports of Boards and Committees 

a. Fellowship – Andrea Richardson 

• Successful Ice Cream Social to begin school year, 9/12 

• Soup Sunday coming up, 11/21 

• SCRIP - holidays are coming up 
b. Deacons – Susan Berman 

• Rev. Jan was installed during the past quarter, 

• Thanks to the Tech Team for live streaming services 

• Welcome to new Deacons 
c. Flower Comm - Helen Rowe Drake 

• Needs more members 
d. Trustees - Wayne Lee 

• Grounds have been maintained 

• Cement walkway needs repair 

• Happy Trees completed phase 2 of the painting project 

• Parking - church parking pass 

• Blue Jean Sunday is Nov 7, 2021 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
7. Old Business 

a. None 
 
8. New Business  

a. None 
 

9.   Pastor’s Comments, Closing Prayer - Rev. Jan Gregory-Charpentier 
a. Opened in-person worship in June and much has been happening since 

i. Adult Bible Study opportunities - Monday night 
ii. Confirmation class - 6 students (9th and 10th graders) 

iii. Church Retreat - Oct 23, 2021 
b. Funding Forward  

i. Beneficent Banquets - cooking and dining experience for 8-10 
people on Nov 14, funds go toward Jonnycake Center and KCC 
Friendsgiving (community meal), Nov 20… giving purpose to the 
new kitchen. 

ii. Community meal will be headed by Michelle Girasole, Cindy 
Buxton. Volunteers are needed. 

  
10. Meeting Adjourned: 11:25 am 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Francis Lenox, Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Would you like to be a member 

of the Kingston Congregational Church? 
 

Most, if not all, Sundays our deacons welcome people to worship by saying, “No matter who you 
are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We welcome all sojourners to 
worship, work and walk with us! Sometimes those sojourners feel like they have found a spiritual 
home with us and want to join us in a covenant of membership.  
 

Membership is meaningful—symbolically and practically. Making a commitment to a person, a 
group, a cause helps us to clarify and deepen our own identity and values. Joining a 
congregational church means you join in discerning and directing the future of our ministry with 
your heart, hands, voice and vote.  
 

KCC is planning to have a meeting for prospective members on Saturday, January 29 at 10:00 
am. This meeting is an opportunity for those interested in becoming members of KCC to meet 
with Rev. Jan and representatives of the Board of Membership to learn more about this 
congregation, one another, and our shared journey of faith. We have tentatively scheduled 
Sunday, February 13th as the date for receiving new members during Sunday worship. If you are 
interested in joining KCC, please contact Rev. Jan or Fran Bergeron, Board of Membership, chair, 
to let them know if those dates will work for you. 
 
 

Youth Mission Trip/Work Camp Informational Meeting 
 
Rev. Jan and Lori Ann Hiener invite all Middle School and Sr. High youth possibly interested in 
participating in a week-long mission trip/work camp July 17-23, working to assist low-income, 
elderly and disabled individuals/households with needed home repair (along with over 100 other 
youth from all over the country), while staying together, playing together, worshipping together 
for an amazing week of spiritual growth and community service, to attend an informational 
meeting after worship on Sunday, January 30, in the Fireplace Room. The experience is hosted by 
Group Work Camps. We will be staying in state but you’ll feel like you’re in a different time and 
place. https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/home-repair 
 
Rev. Jan has previously participated in two Group Work Camps weeks and can attest to the 
amazing experience they offer, not only hands-on help to neighbors, but connecting with other 
youth and growing in God.  
 
At the informational meeting we’ll talk about the work camp experience itself, the logistics, the 
costs and the commitment.  
 
If you are a Middle School or High School student interested in being of service and having a 
phenomenal week of connection with friends and God, please attend this meeting. If you are an 
adult who might be interested in coming along as adult mentor and co-leader, please attend this 
meeting.  
 

 

 
 
 



Rhody Outpost Food Collection 
 
During the month of January, KCC’s Board of Missions will be collecting food for Rhody 
Outpost which serves URI students suffering from food insecurity. An estimated 29% of students 
at 4 year colleges face food insecurity - the inability to afford adequate food. Rhody Outpost is a 
food pantry established by St. Augustine’s and URI to help provide food for hungry URI students. 
KCC will be collecting food to help restock Rhody Outpost for the coming semester.  
 
The most needed items currently are:  
-whole or 2% shelf stable milk            - tuna 
-boxed cereal                                       - cooking oil 
-snack bars                                          - brown rice 

 
There are also 2 non-food items listed as urgently needed: 
- dish detergent 
- disinfectant wipes 
 
You can see an updated list of needed items at the following link: 
https://web.uri.edu/rhody-outpost/donate/ 
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 
Stay well, 
 
Respectfully, 
Your Board of Missions 

 
January Notes from the Music Board 

 
December was a very busy, but exciting month for the Music Board.  We sponsored a beautiful 
classical guitar concert on December 4th, right after the Fellowship Board’s luncheon.  Mr. 
Dennis Costa played lovely music and ended the concert with “Carol of the Bells”, which was 
amazing, as his fingers flew across the strings of his guitar.  It was a wonderful way to start the 
Christmas season.  There were approximately 25 people who attended.  Refreshments were 
served afterwards.  A big thanks goes out to all who helped set up for the concert, baked, and 
who helped clean up afterwards.  Special thanks to Margaret Bradley, Jean Miller, Alinda and 
Bill Nelson, and Cliff Snow. Without you and the many others that pitched in, it would not 
have been such a success.   
 
On Monday, December 13th, the Music Board sponsored a Christmas Caroling get together 
outside the sanctuary on the front steps.  We met at 3:30 to sing Christmas Carols and wish 
URI students good luck on their finals.  There were at least 20 people, including my 
granddaughter, Meena, who showed up and sang.  URI Traffic was heavy, so we had a made-
for-us crowd.  The car occupants waved, honked horns, yelled hello.  Trucks honked and even 
Santa went by.  Cocoa and cookies were available afterwards.  It was a very enjoyable event, 
and many said they would like us to do it again next year.  Special thanks to our conductor 
Margaret Bradley, Cathy Lenox for baking, Michelle Girasole for getting the word out, Shirley 
Schock for the Carol Booklets, and to all the carolers, who sang with all their hearts (we 
actually had 4-part harmony).  What a way to welcome the Christ Child! 
 
Happy New Year to all!! 
Susan Snow 
Chair, Music Board 


