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Resurrection Means New Life 
 

April brings us round again to the beauty of springtime flowers and budding trees. April 
takes us through Holy Week and again to the empty tomb where we hear the joyful sound of 
the ancient Easter affirmation: “Alleluia! He is risen indeed!” Preachers like me often fall 
back on poignant, earthy metaphors to talk about the miraculous truth of Easter. We point to 
the bulbs emerging again from what just yesterday appeared to be lifeless ground. We invoke 
images of butterflies emerging from chrysalises. We refer to seeds and gardens that seem to 
come back to life in springtime newness. And all those metaphors and images are wonderful, 
concrete evidence of life’s resurgent and resilient power. But those images aren’t really 
images of resurrection. They are images and examples of rebirth and renewal―annual, 
cyclical, expected. What was extraordinary about the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth is that 
it was none of those things. It wasn’t regular. It wasn’t expected. It didn’t follow the natural 
pattern of things. Resurrection is the emergence of life out of death, not dormancy. Jesus 
wasn’t just sleeping; he was dead. In the resurrection God did something brand new. “This,” 
as the old car commercial used to say, “changes everything.” Because Jesus lives, we can live 
in brand new ways, too.  
 
I parse the meaning of resurrection this closely, differentiating between rebirth and new life, 
because it is very tempting when we’re looking to the future to define what can be done by 
what has already been done. Or to assume that God will bring renewal to us, our lives, our 
church, through reviving what was. But if the story of Jesus and the empty tomb tells us 
anything, it’s that God blows the lid off what came before and saves us by bringing new and 
different life out of what is truly dead and gone.  
 
This biblical, theological paradigm becomes practical for me when I start thinking about how 
God might be moving the Church forward in our present age, an age that is not very 
favorable to traditions and institutions like ours. It’s very tempting to look at what worked, 
what was alive and vibrant, 40, 20 or even 10 years ago, and believe that’s where we should 
be now, or that’s what our renewal and rebirth should look like. But resurrection―the 
“modus operandi” of God revealed on Easter morning―isn’t just a renewal of the past, 
breathing springtime energy into last fall’s bulbs. Resurrection is God transforming what is 
dead and gone into something completely new. Resurrection means new life.  
 
As we as a church move into our future, talking about where God is calling us to go, who 
God is needing us to be in our present day, let’s not measure what can be done by what has 
been done. Let’s lean into the surprise (hey, even the shock and awe) of resurrection. Mary 
Magdalen and the other disciples found the resurrected Jesus to be startlingly new! As we ask 
questions about our vision and purpose, how might God be inviting us to imagine new life, 
new ministry, new mission not just old ministry and mission resuscitated? What models of 

 F 



ministry that we inherited are in need not of reviving but death and resurrection, the 
emergence of something brand new?  Are how we worship, share faith with children and 
youth, sing songs that feed our souls, serve our neighbor, in need of resurrection not just 
revamping?  
 
I firmly believe in the power of resurrection: God’s will and power to bring new life where 
death holds sway. Let’s just remember the true definition of resurrection. It’s not what we 
already know done in a new way. It’s startlingly new! It blows the lid off of what came 
before. It is new life. 
 
Looking ahead with you to Easter Joy! 
Rev. Jan 

 

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.                                                      
      

 
April’s Deacon of the Month is Lori Ann Hiener. (lhiener@cox.net) 

 
  

Sundays in April 2022: 
 

Sunday, April 3 ― Fifth Sunday of Lent: Genesis 2:1-3; Mark 6:30-45: Unplug (Fifth 
Sunday of our Practice Spiritual Disciplines Unit in our Follow Me curriculum). Even God 
rested. That should tell us something. Jesus, God’s Son, sought out time for solitude and rest. 
How do we even begin to put the holy practice of sabbath keeping into our totally wired, 
work-a-day worlds? How about unplugging just little bit? 
 
Sunday, April 10 ― Palm Sunday. Luke 19:28-48: The Things that Make for Peace. Children 
and musicians lead us into worship with a Palm Sunday procession to begin Holy Week. We 
remember Jesus’ triumphal entry even as his enemies begin to plot his demise. Holy Week 
holds it all: our hopes, our dreams, our fears, our ferocity.  
 
Thursday, April 14 ― Maundy Thursday―7:00 PM Service of Tenebrae in the Sanctuary. 
Come together to remember the Last Supper and then the events of Jesus’ passion (his 
suffering and death) as our deacons lead us in Service of Tenebrae (“shadows”) with the 
extinguishing of the lights.  
 
Sunday, April 17 ― Easter Sunday. Luke 23:50-24:12. Easter Joy! Come, join the great 
“Alleluia!” that breaks forth on Easter morning. This is the heart of our faith: the resurrection 
of Jesus. Luke’s telling of the story is so tactile and sensory: the rough touch of linen, the 
cold, hard surface of stone, the sweet, sad smell of burial spices, the bright light of angels 
announcing, “He has risen.” In their fear and grief, the disciples considered the women’s 
testimony “an idle tale.” Let’s lean into the tangible good news of Life and dismiss our 
vaporous fear. This is no idle tale! It is truth and grace! 
 
Sunday, April 24 ― Second Sunday of Easter. Guest preacher: Frank Lenox.  
 

 
 



 
 

Meet Katie Howe: Fall 2022 Field Education Student at KCC 
 

The Church Council is happy to introduce you to Katie Howe, a UCC seminarian who will 
be working with us during the 2022-2023 academic year as a student minister in fulfillment 
of her Master of Divinity degree and her progress toward ordination in the Rhode Island 

Association of the Southern New England Conference, UCC. 
Here is a generous portion of Katie’s letter of introduction to the 
Council: 
 
My name is Katie Howe. I am a member in discernment in the 
Rhode Island Association of the United Church of Christ, and I 
am currently in seminary through an online program at Chicago 
Theological Seminary. My seminary studies are part-time, and I 
began in January of 2020, so I have completed 2 full years of 
part time school at this point, but still have quite a few years left 
before ministry. I opted to do part-time seminary as I am 
currently working at the Rhode Island Department of Health 
where I am the Prevention Program Manager for the Center for 

HIV, Hepatitis, STD and TB Epidemiology for the State of Rhode Island…I saw the connection 
between faith and health which is what inspired me to start this journey in seminary.  
     Having grown up in small-town New Hampshire where my mom and dad each served as 
ministers at local UCC churches in neighboring towns I have always been active in my local 
church. My parents always seemed to think that I would go to seminary, but somehow, I 
didn’t come to that conclusion until I was older. I realize now that my call to ministry and 
health has been developing over the years. 
Prior to my attending seminary I worked with Kristen Putney, in the historic Rhode Island 
Conference to establish a network of young adults in Rhode Island…  
       I believe that Kingston Congregational Church will allow me to apply the experience that 
I have gained through supply preaching and through my coursework. I am particularly 
interested in strategizing ideas of how to conduct outreach to the college students. I believe 
that the unique location of Kingston Congregational Church, particularly with the proximity 
to the University, makes for a great setting…I would love the opportunity to work with all of 
you at Kingston Congregational Church.   
 
Katie will be introduced to the congregation in person on Sunday, April 10 during worship 
and available for conversation during coffee hour. Her official field education with us will 
begin in September. During her year with us Katie will be involved in many aspects of our 
ministry, including preaching, small groups, and pastoral care. The Council is excited for this 
opportunity to be “a teaching parish” and participate in the practical theological education of 
a future UCC ordained minister! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rev. Jan Away in May-June 
 
As part of her pastoral call agreement with KCC, the congregation and Rev. Jan agreed to an 
additional two weeks of paid leave (on top of annual vacation and continuing ed leave) to fulfil Rev. 
Jan’s previously made plans to walk the Camino de Santiago in Spain. The Camino is an ancient 
pilgrimage route across northern Spain that ends in Santiago, the traditional resting place of St. 
James, the brother of Jesus (“Santo Iago”). In medieval times pilgrims made the long trek (the 
traditional “French Route” starts at the border with France and proceeds almost 500 miles to 
Santiago) to fulfil religious vows, seek dispensations, make special prayer petitions. In the last 100 
years, the Camino has been rediscovered (though never completely lost) and it was Rev. Jan’s plan to 
walk it over the course of a sabbatical she would have been granted in 2021 if she had remained at her 
previous church. Wishing to keep this promise to herself, she negotiated the additional time off with 
the Search Committee who added it to the Call Agreement the congregation voted to approve on 
August 16, 2020. As the pandemic precluded travel in 2021, she is fulfilling her plan this spring. She 
will be gone from May 10-June 15, appending accrued vacation time to her granted leave. While she 
is away, Sunday worship leadership will be covered by members and friends of KCC and pastoral 
emergencies (should there be any) will be covered by the Rev. Pat Liberty. Rev. Jan will keep a 
journal and send (at least) weekly images back to KCC to be included in the weekly e-newsletter so 
you can track her progress.  
 

Update on Fournier Estates and Champagne Heights Playgrounds: 
 
One third of our Christmas Offering this year was given to support the rebuilding of safe and age-
appropriate playgrounds at the Fournier Estates and Champagne Heights public housing complexes in 
South Kingstown. Here is the update from Claudia Swain, Peace Dale Congregational Church, who is 
helping to guide the project: 
 
Our goal for this playground effort is ~100k. To date we have raised about $25 K. We have some 
grants in, but we have been told by multiple funders that “overwhelming circumstances for Afghan 
refugees” and “the humanitarian needs in the Ukraine” have captured their attention. We are most 
grateful that the St. Vincent Folks have told us that they will contribute after they get their other many 
missions settled. We are also working with a youth group in Providence to have them come and do 
some portion of the physical work. So, we are still hoping to get this project done by June- but we will 
need some prayers and efforts to get us there. 
 
 

Witness Stones Project Update 
 

The Mission and Social Justice Board and Rev. Jan have been exploring conducting a “Witness 
Stones Project” at our church and in the Kingston Village center. The Witness Stones Project 
(www.witnessstonesproject.org) is a local history project that seeks to honor and commemorate the 
contribution of enslaved people to local communities and reclaim their sometimes hidden stories as 
necessary for the fullest telling of our own. We are delighted to share that we are now in partnership 
with The Compass School and will join together to research the lives of at least two enslaved people 
from Kingston and install Witness Stones on church property and in the village to honor their lives. 
Details are still being ironed out but most likely we will hold three trainings in the early fall to learn 
from a Witness Stones consultant how to research, read and retell life histories and work toward a 
public ceremony and Witness Stone installation in 2023. While we are waiting on the results of a 
grant application that will help to fund the Project, we are excited that we have a community partner 
and initial momentum to make a Rhode Island Witness Stones Project a reality!  



 
Progressive Dinner News 

 
The Board of Fellowship is inviting members and friends of KCC to join us for a Progressive 
Dinner on Saturday, April 30, 2022 beginning at 5:00pm.  A Progressive Dinner starts out 
with the appetizer course at one house, then you drive yourself to another house to have the 
entrée and lastly drive to church for the dessert course. This is a social event for adults only.    
 
Please sign up to host one of the following courses: (a) Appetizer at your home, (b) Entrée at 
your home, or (c) Dessert at church. A sign-up sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall on March 
20th until April 10th. Or you may call Andrea Richardson at home 792-8316. Sign up early, so 
that you don’t miss out on this fun event ѮѯѰѱ 
 
If you have questions, please contact Andrea Richardson.   
 
We hope everyone can make it! 
Board of Fellowship   

 

Dr. H. Daehler Hayes Scholarship Fund 

The Board of Missions has received an appeal letter from the Southern New England 
Conference Haiti Partnership to support the Dr. H. Daehler Hayes Scholarship Fund. 
Although the mission board has made a $1000.00 donation to the Haiti fund for this year, we 
wanted the congregation to be aware of this scholarship fund in Daehler's name and memory. 
If you wish to make a personal contribution, make your check payable to: 

SNEC UCC Haiti Partnership 

Rev. Dr. H. Daehler Hayes Scholarship Fund 

Mail to: Peace Dale Congregational Church 

             Attn: Patti Gross 
             261 Columbia Street   
              Peace Dale, RI 02879   

$240.00 will sponsor a child for a year of much needed schooling. 

Your generosity in any amount is greatly appreciated. 

Children's Easter Plants 
  
Daffodils, hyacinths, and tulips will again be distributed to KCC's children on Easter Sunday. 
This gift is made possible from a fund created by Clarice Metz.  During the 1950s her 
children enjoyed receiving plants from KCC.  The spring flowers were then planted in front 
of the stonewall on Cherry Road to bloom for many years.  Clarice loved the look of joy as 
each child chose a plant.   
 



 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

 
 
Around the world, gifts given to One Great Hour of Sharing weave together a tapestry of 
faith, hope, and love in action and we have the opportunity to change the world through our 
acts of kindness, large and small. The tapestry we weave includes our being present with 
communities near or far, following various kinds of disasters, assisting communities with the 
resources they need to survive, or helping children with educational needs. Yet, we cannot be 
in all places needing our assistance ourselves or even see them with our own eyes; but 
through our generous gifts, we can show that love remains, in spite of all obstacles.  
This ministry of compassion is a result of the love Paul called the church to, and the love we 
will continue to witness through your generosity and gifts given through the One Great Hour 
of Sharing offering.  
 
This year’s One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be received on Palm Sunday, April 
10th, to support the disaster, refugee, and development ministries of the United Church of 
Christ.  
 
On behalf of the KCC Board of Missions and Social Justice, thank you for your gifts to One 
Great Hour of Sharing. Your gifts allow us to put love into action, ensuring that Love 
Remains! 
 

 
 



 
From the Board of Missions and Social Justice 

 
The Board of Missions and Social Justice would like to thank everyone who participated in 
our LGBTQ Series including LGBTQ 101 with Dr. Annie Russell from the Gender and 
Sexuality Center at URI and the Emig Lecture, "Standing Up Straight" with Rev. Donnie 
Anderson.  Both speakers held our attention and gave us a greater understanding of the needs 
of our LGBTQ community and how to be a welcoming spiritual home for all. 
 
Rev. Donnie referred to an article that is a "must read" for those wanting to know more about 
our trans youth and their challenges. The link is below for those reading this on-line. It is an 
article from Forbes magazine called "‘Terrible Time for Trans Youth:’ New Survey 
Spotlights Suicide Attempts — And Hope" by Dawn Ennis, May 19, 2021. 
 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/dawnstaceyennis/2021/05/19/terrible-time-for-trans-youth-
new-survey-spotlights-suicide-spike---and-hope/ 
 
Rev. Donnie also talked about two bills that would be devastating to trans people, if passed in 
Rhode Island. If you would like to write to your senator and representative about your 
opposition to these bills, the links are below along with a resource on how to find who your 
elected officials are, if you aren't sure.   
 
S2501 This is a trans sports ban bill 
Bill Text: RI S2501 | 2022 | Regular Session | Introduced | LegiScan  
 
 
H7539 This bill bans talking about many topics related to race and discussing gender 
dysphoria and forces teachers to call students by their legal name and use pronouns 
associated with their sex assigned at birth unless parents consent to something different. 
H7539.pdf (rilegislature.gov) 
 
 
Who are my elected officials?  This page can get you there! Just plug in your address. 
Welcome to your Voter Information Center 
https://vote.sos.ri.gov/Home/ElectedOfficials 
 
 

Want To Join the Chimes Choir? 
 

The Music Committee would like to start the Chimes Choir again and we would like to know 
if anyone is interested in playing.  Anyone from age 8 on up can play. The chimes are lots of 
fun and not too difficult.  Knowing how to read music is nice, but the choir will only play 
about 4 times a year. We will also be needing a volunteer to direct the choir, as well.  Please 
consider joining the chimes choir. See a Music Board member (Susan Snow, Margaret 
Bradley, Matt Simeone, and Cathy Lenox) if interested.  Here's hoping we can again raise 
beautiful chimes in celebration. 

 
 
 



Stewardship 
 

The Stewardship Board would like to thank everyone who has pledged for the church’s upcoming 
fiscal year July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023. The Finance Board is beginning budget planning for  
next year and your timely pledges are a great help to this process. If you have not already pledged 
for next year, please do so soon. Please include your giving number on checks and note which fiscal 
year your giving should be applied to. Please contact the church office if you are uncertain of your 
giving number. 

 
"Church School - time for a change" 

 
Three years ago, while my kids were in the confirmation program, a staff position was created to 
serve the church in two ways.  Our church school program was in need of a leader, and we needed 
to improve our communications. Having spent my career in marketing communications, and being 
one of the church school teacher volunteers, I had a few ideas on how to help.  In March 2019, I 
joined the awesome KCC staff, and have enjoyed working to create an enjoyable Sunday morning 
faith-building experience for our kids. I am glad to say that our website and communications now 
reflect the vibrant church community that we have here. 
 
The time has come for me to return to full time work in the business community. (This fall, I will 
have two kids in college!)   KCC is a wonderful place to work, especially under Rev. Jan's 
leadership - I truly feel blessed to have been able to do this work, and be part of the KCC team. I 
will joyfully continue to be part of the KCC community as a church member for years to come and 
thank you all for your love and support.  Let's all look ahead to welcoming my replacement, who 
will undoubtedly bring new ideas and energy to our beloved church community." 
 
Michelle Girasole 
 

Women’s Fellowship News 
 
Sunday, April 3, in the Fireplace Room, Following Service. 11-12:30. Open to all. 
 
Heather Ross will share with us her ‘Turning Surviving into Thriving - Rhode Island Project 
Series’.  Come for a community dialog with women who used to be chronically homeless (for 
more than a year). Discussions will be around the impact of trauma, both in their lives and with 
how our therapeutic and engagement activities around the metamorphosis of caterpillars into 
butterflies offer both hope and opportunities. 
 
With us all coming out of our ‘COVID’ cocoons, how can we all create meaningful 
connections and turn “surviving into thriving”? 
 
Annual Appeal Letter 
 
Watch for it in the May Spire and give what you can so we can vote and donate to our charities at 
our annual meeting which will be: 
 
Bake for the Kingston Fair May being held on May 21. 
 
Sunday, June 12, in the Fireplace Room, Following Service. 11-12:30.  
 
Come for our annual meeting where we will share news and plans and vote! 



 
 

The Kingston Congregational Church 
 

If you would like to give an Easter Flower  
in memory of a loved one, please complete this form 

and return it with your payment to the church office or place in the 
collection plate by April 10th: 

 
The cost per Flower is $15.00. 

 
Given by _______________________________Date_________ 

 
I would like to purchase  
 
_____ lilies at $15.00 each for a total amount of $_______. 
 
_____ tulips at $15.00 each for a total amount of _______. 
 
 
Please check one: 
 
 I plan to be at the service on Easter Sunday and will take my plant.  
 
I cannot be there on Easter Sunday but will pick up my plant in the 
Library during the week M-R, 10-3:00.  
  
 
Please choose one sentiment per flower: 
 
“In memory of ______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________” 
 

or 
 
“In thanksgiving of _________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________” 
 

or 
 
“In celebration of ___________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________” 
 
 


