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W H A T  I S  W E L C O M E  A L L  A B O U T ?
Hospitality. Welcome. These words are a part of our culture, but they often mean a 

beautifully set table or a “Martha Stewart” worthy meal. Here, we are not so worried about 
achieving the perfect “Instagram-worthy” holiday table, or the fanciest recipe (although those 
can, for sure, be a treat that will make guests feel special). In naming this unit Welcome All, we 
are grounding ourselves in the faith practice of hospitality; the idea of being intentional and 
authentic as we offer a genuine welcome to all God’s people—both stranger and friend. As we 
open our hearts, our homes, our churches, and our capacity for friendship and community to 
not only those who are like us but also those who are different from us, we are affirming the 
worth of all of God’s people. This is the very heart of the practice of hospitality.

STRANGERS TO FRIENDS
Perhaps as you or your children have been 

participating in this unit, Welcome All, you have 
noticed individuals, families, or children who you 
may have seen at church but don’t know much 
beyond a brief chat in coffee hour. As a way to put the 
theory into practice, extend an invitation. Avoid the 
temptation to reach out just to people with children 
the same age or adults of a similar generation. Instead, 
why not:

 Gather in a park for a walk or picnic after worship 
to bring together families of all ages as well as 
individuals who may not have had an opportunity 
to spend time together outside of the church walls.

 Host a potluck dinner for participants in your 
group (or in your children’s groups) for this 
session.

 Arrange to attend a free or low-cost community 
gathering as a church group (a street festival, 
community theater, concert, or art show).

 Adopt a “grand-friend.” Many families are spread 
apart geographically, leaving grandparents and 
grandchildren, alike, missing out on regular 
companionship with another generation. If this 
is the case for your family, consider inviting an 
older adult in your congregation who has taken an 
interest in your children to be your “grand-friend.” 

SERVICE WITH A SMILE
It is often hard for families with younger children 

to find opportunities to be involved in community 
service. Things like construction-based projects and 
many soup kitchens have minimum ages. Hospitality, 

however, is an area where children can excel and bring 
much joy to those being served. Consider seeking the 
following types of volunteer jobs (if you are not sure 
where to start, talk with your pastor or the chair of 
your church’s mission committee or do some research 
online):

 Staffing a water stop at a road race is a wonderful 
one-off opportunity suitable for all ages. Children 
can not only hand out water to thirsty participants 
but also cheer them on with homemade signs, 
cowbells, and shouts of encouragement!

 Inquire about helping in the dining room at a 
local soup kitchen. While cooking and kitchen 
work is often restricted to teens and adults, there 
are many tasks to do, including setting tables, 
greeting guests, and even making centerpieces or 
placemats to brighten up the dining room. Often 
in the busyness of preparing and serving meals, 
there isn’t much time to simply connect. Enter 
into conversation with guests, share stories or 
jokes—let the boundaries between guest and host 
come down for moments of human connection.

 Put your coloring and baking skills to good use for 
community first responders and church helpers. 
Purchase some simple cardboard bakery boxes 
that can be decorated with messages of thanks, 
and pack up homemade treats to be delivered to 
local first responders ( fire, ambulance, and police) 
and/or church helpers (not just the pastor and 
musician, but also the secretary, custodian, and 
other “behind the scenes” workers).
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PR AYER
Dear God, help us to admit our own mistakes so that we may draw closer to you. Amen.

SPEAKING UP FOR THE OTHER
Supplies: sturdy poster board and markers or pre-made 
signs ( find examples at https://www.letsbeneighbors.org/ 
or https://hatehasnohome.org/)

In times when society seems polarized, there is 
always room for a message of love. Think about your 
family’s values, what a welcoming message for your 
community might be, and, with those in mind, either 
purchase or create a sign sharing that for your lawn or 
a front window. “Jesus Loves You,” “All Are Welcome 
Here,” and signs decrying racism and hate are some 
great options.

 
CREATE FA MILY RITUALS  
FOR WELCOME

As a family, think of things that you love to do 
and that you are good at. Could your gifts and talent 
be a way for you to offer hospitality within your 
congregation and beyond? Might your family even 
become known for these personal gifts of welcome? 
Some unique ways you could offer welcome to others 
include:

 Bringing a plant from your garden, like daylilies 
or hostas, to every new neighbor who moves in on 
your road.

 Knitting receiving blankets for newly baptized 
infants in your congregation.

 Hosting a barbecue for returning college students 
each spring.

 Sending drawings to people who are hospitalized 
or to shut-ins on a seasonal or monthly basis.

WELCOMING ART
Supplies: stretched canvas (one per family member), 
permanent markers or acrylic paint ( for a lower-cost 
option, this could also be done on paper with craft 
markers)

As a family, create a “word art” message of 
welcome, with one word per canvas to form a 
multi-canvas grouping that could be displayed in a 
front foyer, dining room, or other communal area. 
Depending on the number of family members, you 
could do a simple “Welcome All” (for a household of 
two) or a longer message for a larger family (“Welcome 
to the Johnson House”). Favorite Scriptures or hymn 
texts could also be included.

FA MILY CONVERSATION STARTERS
 What do we do in our own home to make a guest 

feel welcome? 
 What kinds of guests have we had in our home? 

Whom might we like to invite in the future? 
 When you visited a friend or another family 

member’s home, what is something they did that 
made you feel welcome? 

 If Jesus were to come to our home, how could we 
make him feel welcome? 

 Have you ever been to a place where the welcome 
was different from what you are used to? Maybe 
you have traveled to a different country or 
experienced a different culture that practices 
hospitality differently than you do? If no one in 
your family has experienced a different culture, try 
to find someone who has and would be willing to 
share about their experience of being welcomed in 
a new way.

https://www.letsbeneighbors.org/
https://hatehasnohome.org/index.html



