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See Christ in Every Person
M A T T H E W  2 5 : 3 1 – 4 6

T H I S  S E S S I O N
In this session about welcoming all in the practice of hospitality, the 

focus is on seeing Jesus in people whom we meet and offering a helping 
hand, whether they are strangers or friends. 

T H E  B I B L E  S T O R Y
The Bible story for this session is one of Jesus’ parables, often referred 

to as “the sheep and the goats.” These metaphors are beyond the scope of 
young children. What is important in this story is that Jesus tells us, his 
followers, to see him in all who we encounter, especially the people we 
might think of as less important, because everyone is to be loved and cared 
for as we would do so for Jesus.

C O N N E C T I O N S  W I T H  C H I L D R E N
Young children will be practicing hospitality to those in need, be they 

strangers or friends. By being welcoming to others, they are also welcoming 
Jesus.

S E S S I O N  P R E P A R A T I O N
 ● “Centers” (p. 20): Set up the following centers:

 • Play kitchen area with cooking and table-setting items
 • Nature encounter table with different stuffed and toy animals and/or 

pictures of animals that can be sorted into groups 
 • First aid center with bandage strips, gauze, play stethoscope, and so 

forth
 ● “God Welcomes All” (p. 20): Learn the song and motions for “God 

Welcomes All” on Resource Page 1, session 1 (p. 12).
 ● “Farewell, Good Friends” (p. 21): Learn the song and motions for 

“Shalom Chaverim.”

Depending on the options you choose:
 ● “Serving Those in Need” (p. 20): Invite church members who are 

involved in service ministries, such as a food pantry, clothing closet, 
shelter, hospital or prison ministry, church finances, and greeters. Ask 
each guest to bring an item that represents something they do in that 
ministry, such as a soup pot, clothing, a coloring book, a name tag, a 
pew pad, a checkbook, and so forth.

 ● “Blessing Bags” (p. 22): Gather items needed so that each child may 
make four bags. Consider asking the deacons or care committee of your 
congregation to provide supplies.
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Note: bit.ly addresses  
are case-sensitive.

 Art
 Active/Movement
 Conversation
 Drama
 Food
 Game
 Music
 Nature/Science
 Quiet/Contemplative
 Service
 Technology
 Extra Prep 

PR AYER
Lord, you search me and know 
me. Help me to see your face in 
the face of those who need extra 
support. Help me welcome them, 
as I would want to welcome you. 
Amen.

GOAL
By hearing Jesus’ story about 
seeing him in others, especially in 
those who are not often welcome, 
children practice and observe 
different ways to serve others and 
welcome Jesus in the process.
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G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D

CENTERS    
As the children enter, greet them by name and welcome them into the 

space. Invite them to play in the centers you have set up. If there are any new 
children, you may want to use name tags, so that you can readily address 
them individually. Knowing children’s names is a fundamental action in this 
practice of hospitality.

 
Having several centers set up for individual or small group activity 
is helpful as children arrive. Repeating this for each session will offer 
children a sense of stability as they enter the space. 

GOD WELCOMES ALL 
Teach the children the words and motions for the song “God Welcomes 

All” (p. 12). Invite children who are familiar with the motions to help you 
lead them. This is the opening song for each of the sessions of this unit. If 
you are not familiar with the tune, this song can be found in the Glory to 
God hymnal, #399, or you can hear it at bit.ly/FMWelcomesAll or show the 
YouTube video “God welcomes all” (bit.ly/FMWelcomesAllVideo, 1:15). You 
can also speak the words and have the children repeat after you, following 
your motions.

 
Keep “God Welcomes All” motions from Resource Page 1, session 1 
(p. 12) to use with sessions 3 and 4. 

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E 
CHOOSING SIDES  

Have the children play a game where they will move to one side of the 
room or the other depending on their choice they make. Tell the children 
that you will say two things and indicate which side of the room they should 
move to if they like or prefer one or the other. Explain that they have to 
choose; no standing in the middle. Encourage them to be kind with other 
people’s choices. Something they dislike may be liked by someone else. Use 
the following choices, or those of your own choosing:

 ● hot weather or cold weather
 ● long hair or short hair
 ● dog or cat
 ● morning or night
 ● ice cream or salad
 ● running or reading

 � Play kitchen area 
 � Nature encounter table 
 � First aid center

 � “God Welcomes All” motions from 
Resource Page 1, session 1 (p. 12)

 � Glory to God hymnal or internet-
connected device (optional)

https://hymnary.org/text/god_welcomes_all_strangers_and_friends
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-Bwe5xzQAA
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Wonder together about making choices and what kind of choices the 
children make. Comment that we all make choices to help other people or 
not. Tell the children that they will hear a story about two groups of people 
and the choices they made.

 
Be mindful of any combinations that might be insensitive or trigger 
strong feelings such as black or white, mother or father. 

 
F I N D I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E  
I N  T H E  B I B L E

WELCOMING THE STORY 
Tell the children they will hear about a story Jesus told his followers to 

remind them that when they loved and cared for others, they were loving 
and caring for him.

Read the adapted Bible story on Resource Page 1 while displaying the 
picture on Resource Page 2. 

Wonder together:
 Who cared for Jesus? How did they care for him?
 Which side of the throne would you like to be on? Why?
 Which people can you welcome best—those who are hungry, thirsty, 

alone, in need of clothing, sick, or in trouble? How would you help them?
 What do you think is most important in this story?
 What are some of the things you have done to show love and care for 

others?

CHARADES   
Form pairs, or a trio if necessary. Have each group take turns playing 

charades, acting out something that people did to help others. Whisper to a 
group one of the following actions: 

 ● feeding someone who is hungry
 ● giving someone who is thirsty something to drink
 ● welcoming a new person to a group
 ● giving someone clothes who needs them
 ● caring for someone who is sick
 ● visiting someone who is in prison

Encourage the children to act out the scene without using any words. 
Suggest that one or more people could be the ones in need and another 
person could be the one who helps.

You may need to whisper some ideas to a child who is having difficulty 
deciding what to do. Invite the rest of the children to guess which type of 
need is being acted out. When the need is identified, then lead the children 
in saying, “When we welcome people who are __________________, we 
welcome God.” Continue the play with each small group. If you have more 
than six groups, repeat some of the actions.

 � Resource Pages 1 and 2
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F I N D I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E  
A L L  A R O U N D  U S 

 Choose one or both options.

HELPING OTHERS  
Tell the children that they are going to see a video about a young boy, 

who is ten years old in the video, but was their age when he first had a big 
idea for helping others. Show the YouTube video “This Father-and-Son Duo 
Helps Homeless People One Meal at a Time—GMA” (bit.ly/FMOneMeal, 
5:42). After the video, ask the children what was interesting to them in the 
video about Chase and his project. Wonder how Chase showed he cared for 
the people he saw and met. Engage the children in conversation using the 
following questions:

 How do you think Chase knew when he was four that a person was hungry?
 What do you like about Chase’s project?
 How might you and your family help people in need in your neighborhood?

SERVING THOSE IN NEED   
Welcome your invited guests, introducing them, and inviting them 

to share a bit about the ministry they are involved in with your church. 
If possible, take a tour of the church to see the locations where these 
ministries happen. You might visit places within your church, such as a 
food pantry, clothes closet, site of quilt or prayer shawl making, place where 
greeting cards are kept for those who mail these to people who are ill or 
frail, place where advocacy signs are made for supporting people through 
various causes, and so forth. 

If possible, have the children meet the church treasurer or other member 
who manages a compassion fund for those who need help with medical bills 
or utilities, having them share an object such as the checkbook or offering 
plate.

P R A C T I C I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E 
 Choose one or more options.

BLESSING BAGS   
Tell the children they will make blessing bags that can be handed out to 

people their families may encounter in their neighborhood who are in need. 
Explain to the children that these bags are one way, not the only way, of 
showing love and care for people in need. 

Invite the children to assemble four bags by placing one of each item in 
a bag. Hand out copies of Resource Page 3 and have them color and cut out 
the tags. Have the children place a tag in each bag and seal the bag. 

As you have time, the children could role-play handing the bags to each 
other and giving a greeting of welcome. Remind them that, in welcoming 
those who need the things in the bag, they are seeing and welcoming Jesus, 
as the people in the Bible story did when they fed people who were hungry 
or cared for people who were sad or lonely.

 � Internet-connected device

 � Invited guests with items of service

 � Four quart-size ziplock plastic bags 
for each child

 � Four toothbrushes and travel-size 
toothpastes, shampoos, hand lotions, 
and hand sanitizers for each child

 � Four individually packaged non-
perishable treats, such as nuts and 
dried fruit, peanut butter crackers, 
chips, and cookies for each child

 � Paper or plastic grocery bags
 � Copies of Resource Pages 3 and 4

Be aware of nut allergies even in 
handling packaged items. Make 

substitutions if necessary.

http://bit.ly/FMOneMeal
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Have the children place their four bags in a grocery bag to take home. 
Include a copy of Resource Page 4 explaining to the parents/caregivers how 
the bags can be used.

CARDS FOR PRAYER LIST   
Provide paper and drawing supplies. Show the children how to fold the 

paper in half and invite them to make care cards for people in your church. 
Wonder together what kind of picture and messages might be helpful to 
people who might get a card. Write the suggestions on a piece of newsprint 
so that children may copy a message.

Have the children make cards with a picture on the outside and a 
message on the inside. Encourage them to make more than one if possible. 
Assist with writing as needed. Tell the children that you will deliver the 
cards to the pastor, deacons, or care committee of your church, who will 
give the cards to people in your congregation when there is a need.

“MORE THAN ENOUGH” STORYBOOK  
Provide the children with crayons or colored pencils and the two-sided 

copies of Resource Pages 5 and 6. Assist them in folding their paper in half 
to form a book. Read through the book with the children and invite them to 
color the pages. Ask the children what they think the characters are feeling 
in the story. Wonder together how the story in the storybook reminds them 
of today’s Bible story. Encourage the children to read their storybook with 
family members.

F O L L O W I N G  J E S U S

FAREWELL , GOOD FRIENDS  
Teach, or remind, the children the Hebrew word shalom, and explain 

that it can mean “hello,” “goodbye,” or “peace to you.” Today you could 
emphasize the “peace to you” aspect in the welcome we give to those in 
need. 

Review the song you will use to close each session of this unit, “Shalom, 
Chaverim!” If you are not familiar with the song, it can be found in the Glory 
to God hymnal, #540, or you can show the YouTube video “Shalom Chaverim: 
A Jewish Kids’ Sing Along” (bit.ly/FMShalomSong, 0:48). Note that the video 
has the words “We’ll see you again,” where the hymnal uses “Till we meet 
again.” You may also choose to speak the words and have the children repeat 
after you.

Shalom, chaverim! Shalom, chaverim! Shalom, shalom!
  (sha-LOHM ha-ver-EEM! sha-LOHM ha-ver-EEM! sha-LOHM! 

sha-LOHM!)
Le-hit-ra-ot, le-hit-ra-ot, shalom, shalom.
 (La-HEE-tra-oat, La-HEE-tra-oat, sha-LOHM, sha-LOHM)

Farewell, good friends! Farewell, good friends! Shalom, shalom!
Till we meet again, till we meet again, Shalom shalom.

 � White or construction paper
 � Crayons and/or markers
 � Newsprint

 � Two-sided copies of Resource Pages 
5 and 6

 � Crayons or colored pencils

 � Glory to God hymnal or internet-
connected device (optional)

PIC TURE IDE AS: 
heart
cross
rainbow

butterfly
people hugging

MESSAGE IDE AS: 
You are loved. 
Thinking of you. 

Jesus loves you.

http://bit.ly/FMShalomSong
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BASED ON M AT THEW 25:31–46

Long ago, when Jesus lived on the earth, he told his followers, and other 
people who came to hear him, stories. These stories were like pictures with 
words and they made people have to think differently. Through all of Jesus’ 
teachings and stories, one of the things Jesus liked people to know was how God 
wanted us to live—loving God and loving others. 

One day, Jesus’ followers asked him how they would know when his stories 
would come true. He told them another story about a day when he would be 
like a ruler leading the whole world. He painted a picture with his words saying 
that he was sitting on a throne with angels all around him. People from all over 
gathered before him and he separated them into two groups, one group on one 
side and the other group on the other side. 

To the one group, he said, “Come and live in God’s realm, for when I was 
hungry you gave me food. When I was thirsty, you gave me something to drink. 
When I was a stranger, you welcomed me. I needed clothes and you gave them to 
me. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.”

The people on this side of the throne were confused and said:
“When did we do all of these things for you?” 
“I don’t remember seeing you.”
“When were you hungry or thirsty?” 
“When were you a stranger or needed clothes?” 
“When were you sick or in prison?”
Jesus said, “When you did these things to those who needed them the most, 

who are members of my family, you did them to me.”
Then he turned to the people on the other side and said, “You are far from 

God, for when I was hungry you didn’t give me any food. When I was thirsty, 
you gave me nothing to drink. When I was a stranger, you ignored me. I needed 
clothes and you didn’t give me anything to wear. I was sick or in prison, and you 
did not care for me or visit me.”

The people on this other side said:
“What? We never saw you hungry, thirsty, alone, needing clothes, sick, or in 

prison.”
Jesus said, “When you did not do these things for those who needed them the 

most, who are members of my family, you did not do them for me.”
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You are 
loved!

You are 
loved!

You are 
loved!

You are 
loved!
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Today your child learned about welcoming others by seeing Jesus in those who are in need. 

Jesus said, “When I was hungry, you gave me food. When I was thirsty, you gave me something to drink. When I 
was a stranger, you welcomed me. I needed clothes and you gave them to me. I was sick and you took care of me. 
I was in prison and you visited me.”

People wondered when they had done these things. Jesus said, “When you did these things to those who needed 
them the most, who are members of my family, you did them to me.”

These blessing bags are for your family to give to people who may need some love and care. Keep them in your 
car or take them with you when you may encounter someone in need. Help your children practice the act of 
seeing Jesus in others and welcoming those in need by showing love and care.
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