
 Art
 Active/Movement
 Conversation
 Drama
 Food
 Game
 Music
 Nature/Science
 Quiet/Contemplative
 Service
 Technology
 Extra Prep 
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PR AYER
Welcoming God, help me to set 
aside my own judgment about 
others who are different from 
me, that I may welcome them as 
children of God. Amen.

GOAL
Children hear the story of the 
differences between Peter and 
Cornelius and practice how to 
celebrate differences, welcoming 
all as God’s children.

T H I S  S E S S I O N
The last of four sessions on the faith practice of hospitality focuses on 

our tendency to other people who are unlike us. Othering is not just seeing 
differences between people, but holding oneself and others like oneself as 
better. Challenging othering speaks to crossing boundaries and getting to 
know people as God sees them, with no partiality or favor.

T H E  B I B L E  S T O R Y
In the early church, the first disciples had to struggle with the traditions 

in which they were raised that held them apart as a chosen people. Jesus’ 
message about God’s love was heard and accepted by many outside the 
Jewish faith. Questions arose about who was in and who was out. In the 
story about Peter and Cornelius, God made it clear that God shows no 
partiality when it comes to faith.

C O N N E C T I O N S  W I T H  C H I L D R E N
Young children, according to developmental psychologist Jean Piaget, 

are steeped in egocentrism. This means that they have difficulty taking 
another’s perspective. They believe that others see the world the way 
they do. Yet children are capable of developing empathy when they care 
about the other person. In this session, children will look at and celebrate 
differences as a way of welcoming others.

S E S S I O N  P R E P A R A T I O N
 ● “Centers” (p. 40): Set up the following centers:

 • Play kitchen area with cooking and table-setting items 
 • Puzzle and building center with puzzles and building blocks
 • Reading center with children’s picture books that show a diversity of 

people. See a suggested list on Resource Page 2.
 ● “God Welcomes All” (p. 40): Learn the song and motions for “God 

Welcomes All” on Resource Page 1, session 1 (p. 12).
 ● “Farewell, Good Friends” (p. 43): Learn the song and motions for 

“Shalom Chaverim.”

Depending on the options you choose:
 ● “Welcome Foods” (p. 41): Obtain the Welcome All infographic poster (bit 

.ly/FMInfographicPosters, Year 1 Set), pita chips; and several dips like 
hummus, baba ganoush, tzatziki, and olive tapenade. Be aware of 
food allergies and dietary restrictions. Make substitutions or provide 
alternative options.

 ● “Welcoming New Stories” (p. 42): Obtain one or more books or videos 
listed on Resource Page 2.

 ● “Welcoming Strangers” (p. 42): Enlist the help of extra adults for an 
outside walk.

4 Challenge Othering
A C T S  1 0

https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/CategoryCenter/FMAA!IN/infographics.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/CategoryCenter/FMAA!IN/infographics.aspx
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G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D

CENTERS    
As the children enter, greet them by name and welcome them into the 

space. Invite them to play in the centers you have set up. If there are any new 
children, you may want to use name tags, so that you can readily address 
them individually. Knowing children’s names is a fundamental action in this 
practice of hospitality.

 
Having several centers set up for individual or small group activity is 
helpful as young children arrive. Doing this consistently each week 
provides a framework of stability for this age group. 

GOD WELCOMES ALL  
Teach the children the words and motions for the song “God Welcomes 

All” (p. 12). Invite children who are familiar with the motions to help you 
lead them. This is the opening song for each of the sessions of this unit. If 
you are not familiar with the tune, this song can be found in the Glory to 
God hymnal, #399, or you can hear it at bit.ly/FMWelcomesAll or show the 
YouTube video “God welcomes all” (bit.ly/FMWelcomesAllVideo, 1:15). You 
can also speak the words and have the children repeat after you, following 
your motions.

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E 
 Choose one or both options.

FRUIT BASKET HOSPITALIT Y   
Have the children play a game like Fruit Basket Upset, but without the 

competition for a seat. Assign two or more children the name of a fruit, such 
as apples, oranges, bananas, and so forth. Form a circle with chairs, one for 
each person, and have the children sit in the chairs. Explain that you will 
call out a name of one or more of the fruits you assigned and invite those 
children to change places. When you call out “Fruit Basket Welcome,” all the 
children are to change places. Repeat the play, randomly inviting different 
fruits to change places and occasionally using the “Fruilt Basket Welcome” 
to have everyone move.

ME AND YOU & ME , NOT YOU    
Form groups of three or four children, or work together as one group. 

Invite the groups to play “Me and You.” Tell the groups that their task is to 
find as many ways in which they are all alike or have things in common as 
there are people in the group. Explain that each person in the group takes 
a turn asking a question to see if the others agree. For example, one person 
might say, “Does everyone have a dog?” or “Does everyone like pizza?” 
Suggest that when they have found their ways, the group should raise their 
hands. When all are ready, have each group share their commonalities. 

 � Kitchen area 
 � Puzzle and building center
 � Reading center

 � “God Welcomes All” motions from 
Resource Page 1, session 1 (p. 12)

 � Glory to God hymnal or internet-
connected device (optional)

https://hymnary.org/text/god_welcomes_all_strangers_and_friends
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-Bwe5xzQAA


41Session 4—Challenge Othering
© 2021 Growing Faith Resources

Then invite the groups to play “Me, Not You.” Explain that in this 
round each group finds ways that each person is different than everyone 
else. Again, each person takes a turn and the children raise their hands 
when they have found their differences. Invite the groups to share their 
differences.

Wonder together:
 Was it easier to find things in common or differences?
 Were any of the differences surprising?
 Why do you think differences between us or others are good?

 
Have a leader assist each group or float between groups to help if 
children get stuck finding commonalities or differences.

 
F I N D I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E  
I N  T H E  B I B L E

PETER AND CORNELIUS  
Tell the children that there is a story about some strange dream that one 

of Jesus’ disciples, Peter, once had. Explain that Peter had this dream after 
Jesus died, rose again, and went to heaven. Peter’s dream was during a time 
when many of the disciples were telling others about Jesus and God’s love. 
Most of the people listening and believing were people like the disciples—
they were Jewish. Tell the children that soon others, not Jewish people, 
were hearing and believing too, and the disciples thought they needed to 
figure out who was in (meaning that they were like them) and who was out 
(meaning that they were different). That’s when Peter had his dreams.

Read the Bible story based on Acts 10 from Resource Page 1.
Invite the children to act out the story. Two people can be Peter and 

Cornelius, one person can be the angel, and several children can hold a 
sheet with stuffed animals on it. Help the children remember the order of 
the scenes by prompting them with questions, such as “What happened 
first?” and “What happened next?” Let the children create their own 
dialogue, but again prompt them as necessary with questions, such as 
“What did Peter think his dream meant?” or “What did Peter and Cornelius 
learn?”

 
F I N D I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E  
A L L  A R O U N D  U S 

 Choose one or both options.

WELCOME FOODS    
Display the Welcome All infographic poster for this unit, and draw the 

children’s attention to it. Wonder together what the different pictures are 
on the poster. Explain that it illustrates differences in welcoming customs 
between Jewish families and Roman families during Jesus’ time. 

Tell the children that many Jewish people still follow rules about food 
today, as do other people for religious reasons and for health reasons or 
allergies. Wonder what rules for eating the children may follow in their 

 � Resource Page 1
 � Sheet
 � Several stuffed animals
 � Costumes for angel, soldier, and 

Peter (optional)

 � Pita chips and several dips like 
hummus, baba ganoush, tzatziki, and 
olive tapenade

 � Paper plates, napkins, cups, serving 
spoons 

 � Juice or water
 � Welcome All infographic poster 

(optional)
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homes or the homes of their friends. Ask the children how they might plan a 
meal for guests who can or cannot eat only certain things.

Introduce the children to the food you have brought for their tasting. 
Indicate to them that they may like some more than others. Take some 
time for all people to clean their hands before handling the food. Place 
three chips on each plate or ask a child to do so. On each chip, put a small 
spoonful of dip. Invite the children to try each one and decide which dip 
each child likes best.

 
Be aware of food allergies and dietary restrictions. Make 
substitutions or provide alternative options. Some children may be 
reluctant to try any new foods. Don’t force them, but you could circle 
back to the story and wonder if Peter also may have been unsure at 
first to try foods that were new to him.

WELCOMING NEW STORIES     
Read or show the YouTube video(s) for one or more books that you have 

gathered from the list on Resource Page 2. After each story, pose some “I 
wonder” statements such as the following, or use some of your own:

 I wonder which part of the story you liked best.
 I wonder which part of the story reminded you of people you know. 
 I wonder how we can welcome people who are like those in our story.

P R A C T I C I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E 
 Choose one or both options.

WELCOMING STRANGERS   
Tell the children that you will be taking a walk outside or inside the 
church building, as is appropriate in your situation. Explain that you will 
be greeting people as you see them. Practice different ways people can be 
greeted from afar, whether you know them or not, such as smiling, waving, 
bowing, saying “hello,” and so forth. Stress using these practices when they 
are walking with a trusted adult. Form groups of three to five children, 
or walk together as one group. Have adult helpers available for multiple 
groups. Take the children on a short walk around the neighborhood or your 
church building, practicing the different skills the children have learned. Set 
a designated time to return to the room.

Talk together about the people the children saw and what they noticed 
that people had in common and or how they were different. Comment that 
it is all right to be aware of differences, but we never want to feel like we 
are better than others if they are different from us. This would hurt people’s 
feelings. Suggest that we, too, would have hurt feelings if someone thought 
they were better than us because we were different from them.

 � One or more books or videos from 
Resource Page 2

 � Internet-connected device (optional)

 � Adult helpers
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“FRIENDS WITH DIFFERENCES” STORYBOOK   
Provide the children with crayons or colored pencils and the two-sided 

copies of Resource Pages 3 and 4. Assist them in folding their paper in half 
to form a book. Read through the book with the children and invite them to 
color the pages. Ask the children to name the two girls in the story. Wonder 
together who has friends who are different from them. Use additional 
differences not mentioned in the story to wonder about differences, such 
as numbers of siblings, different family configurations, or different faiths. 
Encourage the children to read their storybook with family members.

F O L L O W I N G  J E S U S

FAREWELL , GOOD FRIENDS   
Teach, or remind, the children the Hebrew word shalom, and explain 

that it can mean “hello,” “goodbye,” or “peace to you.” Today you could 
emphasize the “peace to you” aspect in the welcome we give to those in 
need. 

Review the song you will use to close each session of this unit, “Shalom, 
Chaverim!” If you are not familiar with the song, it can be found in the Glory 
to God hymnal, #540, or you can show the YouTube video “Shalom Chaverim: 
A Jewish Kids’ Sing Along” (bit.ly/FMShalomSong, 0:48). Note that the video 
has the words “We’ll see you again,” where the hymnal uses “Till we meet 
again.” You may also choose to speak the words and have the children repeat 
after you.

Shalom, chaverim! Shalom, chaverim! Shalom, shalom!
  (sha-LOHM ha-ver-EEM! sha-LOHM ha-ver-EEM! sha-LOHM! 

sha-LOHM!)
Le-hit-ra-ot, le-hit-ra-ot, shalom, shalom.
 (La-HEE-tra-oat, La-HEE-tra-oat, sha-LOHM, sha-LOHM)

Farewell, good friends! Farewell, good friends! Shalom, shalom!
Till we meet again, till we meet again, Shalom shalom.

 � Two-sided copies of Resource Pages 
3 and 4

 � Crayons or colored pencils

 � Glory to God hymnal or internet-
connected device (optional)

http://bit.ly/FMShalomSong
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BASED ON AC TS 10

After Jesus went back to be with God and the Holy Spirit had come to be with 
us, some of Jesus’ friends had to learn different ways to live that would please 
God.

Peter was one of these friends of Jesus. He was having some strange dreams 
and wondered what they meant. Three times he dreamed the same thing. He was 
hungry, and a bed sheet came down out of the sky with all kinds of animals on it: 
four-legged furry animals, reptiles, and birds. These were animals he had never 
eaten because it was forbidden by Jewish laws. Yet Peter heard a voice, saying, 
“Get up, Peter. Go and eat.”

Peter replied to God, because he recognized God’s voice, “Oh no, I can’t eat 
these animals. I have never eaten anything that my Jewish laws say not to eat.”

Each time after he said this, the sheet went up into heaven until he had the 
dream again. “What did it mean?” Peter wondered. Why was he having such 
strange dreams?

At the same time that this was happening in Peter’s dreams, another man, 
Cornelius, was having a different dream. Cornelius was a Roman soldier, but he 
was different from many of the other soldiers at that time. He believed in God 
and gave money to the poor. In his dream, Cornelius saw an angel of God come 
to him and say that God cared for him. The angel told Cornelius that he needed 
to find a man named Peter. Another strange dream!

Cornelius sent people to find Peter. When they arrived at Peter’s house, Peter 
understood what his dream meant. He and Cornelius followed different laws 
and ate different foods, but God was calling him to go to Cornelius, be a guest 
in his home, eat with Cornelius, and tell him about Jesus. Peter knew that God 
was telling him that Peter and Cornelius were not really that different. They all 
needed the good news of Jesus. The foods they ate didn’t matter to God. Peter 
was sure God was sending him to Cornelius to let everyone know that God 
welcomed all.

When Peter was with Cornelius, he said, “Even though our laws and foods 
are different, God doesn’t favor you or me more than the other. God has shown 
me that God’s love is for all.” 
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Note: bit.ly web addresses are case sensitive.

 Lubna and Pebble by Wendy Meddour, 
illustrated by Daniel Egnéus (Dial 
Books, 2019)

 ● YouTube video “Lubna and Pebble” 
(bit.ly/FMLubna, 3:38)

 Mary Wears What She Wants by Keith 
Negley (Balzer + Bray, 2019)

 ● YouTube video “Mary Wears What 
She Wants Book Read Aloud for 
KIDS!” (bit.ly/FMMaryWears, 4:18)

 The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab 
and Family by Ibtihaj Muhammad 
with S. K. Ail, illustrated by Hatem 
Aly (Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers, 2019)

 ● YouTube video “The Proudest Blue by 
Ibtihaj Muhammad—Story Time with 
Ms. Emily” (bit.ly/FMProudestBlue, 
6:09)

 
 When I Get Older by K’naan, 

illustrated by Rudy Gutierrez (Tundra 
Books, 2012)

 ● YouTube video “When I Get Older: 
The Story behind Wavin’ Flag” (bit 
.ly/FMGetOlder, 5:22)

 Who Is My Neighbor? by Amy-Jill 
Levine and Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, 
illustrated by Denise Turu (Flyaway 
Books, 2019)

 ● YouTube video “Who Is My 
Neighbor?” (bit.ly/FMNeighbor, 
8:10)

 A Church for All by Gayle E. Pitman, 
illustrated by Laure Fournier (Albert 
Whitman & Company, 2018)

 ● YouTube video “Storytime with Cathay—
‘A Church for All’” (bit.ly/FMForAll, 
4:26)

 Dreamers by Yuyi Morales (Neal Porter 
Books, 2018)

 ● YouTube video “‘Dreamers’ Book Read 
Aloud” (bit.ly/FMDreamersBook, 2:21)

 Families, Families, Families! by Suzanne 
Lang and Max Lang (Random House 
Books for Young Readers, 2015)

 ● YouTube video “Families, Families, 
Families Read Aloud” (bit.ly/FMFamilies, 
2:39)

 God’s Big Plan by Elizabeth Caldwell and 
Theodore Hiebert, illustrated by Katie 
Yamasaki (Flyaway Books, 2019)

 ● YouTube video “‘God’s Big Plan’ Book 
Reading” (bit.ly/FMBigPlan, 6:17)

 God’s Dream by Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and Douglas Carlton Abrams, 
illustrated by LeUyen Pham (Candlewick 
Press, 2008)

 ● YouTube video “Marble Storytime: God’s 
Dream” (bit.ly/FMGodsDream, 5:19)

 Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la 
Peña, illustrated by Christian Robinson 
(G. P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young 
Readers, 2015)

 ● YouTube video “Last Stop on Market 
Street” (bit.ly/FMLastStop, 4:18)

Books & Videos

http://bit.ly/FMLubna
http://bit.ly/FMMaryWears
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTDZNZaf3ao
http://bit.ly/FMGetOlder
http://bit.ly/FMGetOlder
http://bit.ly/FMNeighbor
http://bit.ly/FMForAll
http://bit.ly/FMDreamersBook
http://bit.ly/FMFamilies
http://bit.ly/FMBigPlan
http://bit.ly/FMGodsDream
http://bit.ly/FMLastStop




47Session 4—Challenge Othering  Resource Page 3
© 2021 Growing Faith Resources. Permission to photocopy is granted to purchasers of this material.

4
Fr

ien
ds

 w
ith

  
D

iff
er

en
ce

s

Su
re

. W
ha

t 
do

 yo
u 

wa
nt

 
to

 d
o?

Ca
n 

we
 b

e 
fri

en
ds

?

Ca
n 

we
 st

ill 
be

 
fri

en
ds

 ev
en

 
th

ou
gh

 w
e a

re
 

so
 d

iff
er

en
t?

Ye
p.

  
G

od
 lik

es
 

di
ffe

re
nc

es
!



48 Resource Page 4  Session 4—Challenge Othering
© 2021 Growing Faith Resources. Permission to photocopy is granted to purchasers of this material.

I l
ike

 to
 re

ad
  

a  
    

    
    

.

I l
ike

    
    

    
    

.

I l
ike

 to
 fl

y 
a 

  .
Yo

u 
co

ul
d 

co
m

e  
to

 m
y  

    
    

 .

W
e s

ur
e a

re
 d

iff
er

en
t. 

I h
av

e  
    

    
   .

I l
ive

 in
 an

  
do

wn
to

wn
.

I h
av

e 
    

 .
M

ay
be

 w
e c

ou
ld

 ea
t 

to
ge

th
er

. I
 lik

e 
    

    
 .




