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T H I S  S E S S I O N
The second aspect of Welcome All builds on the first: when people treat 

one another as fellow creatures of God, various types of relationships begin 
to form. God created all people, not only those who look like us or act like us 
or live like us, but ALL people. When we see the presence of Christ in each 
other, we welcome everyone: friends, strangers, even enemies. Of course, 
this is not always easy. Jesus’ followers practice hospitality by serving, giving, 
sharing, accompanying, and welcoming people on the margins of society. In 
doing so, we minister to Christ himself. 

To offer hospitality to friends, strangers, and enemies, we are challenged 
to move outside our comfort zone. This practice requires courage, vulnerability, 
and a willingness to step into unfamiliar situations and relationships. 
Strength to engage in this practice is available in community, as we support 
one another in efforts to live the more challenging aspects of hospitality.

T H E  B I B L E  S T O R Y
The story Jesus tells, recorded in Matthew 25:31–46, illustrates the future 

day of God’s glory. Jesus tells his disciples that the ones who will be blessed 
by God and inherit God’s kingdom are those who give food to the hungry, 
clothing to the naked, care to the sick, welcome to the stranger, and visits 
to the imprisoned. In doing to the vulnerable members of Jesus’ family, they 
are doing to Jesus. This extends the practice of hospitality beyond welcome 
offered to people we know or with whom we are comfortable. Jesus teaches 
his followers to welcome —to minister—to people on the margins. In doing 
so, we minister to Jesus.

In the Letter to the Hebrews, a similar message is relayed. The Christian 
life embodies a showing of mutual love to one another. This includes 
showing hospitality to strangers, “for in doing so some have entertained 
angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2).

S E S S I O N  P R E P A R A T I O N
Depending on the options you choose:

 ● “Mosaic of Peace Blogpost” (p.10): Read and consider making copies of 
the blogpost “Day 7, Part II: A Moment of Peacebuilding,” in Microcosm 
of Conflict; Moment of Peacebuilding, Swords and Plowshares Blog from 
the Mosaic of Peace Trip, May 7, 2018. The link is provided in the Adult 
Reflection Guide. 

GOAL
Reflecting on Jesus’ 
message to serve the 
vulnerable, adults practice 
seeing Christ in every 
person.

PR AYER
Open my mind, O God; 
open my hands, open my 
heart, that I may broaden 
my understanding of 
hospitality to encompass 
the friend, the stranger, 
and the enemy. In this way, 
let me prepare to lead your 
people in broadening and 
deepening their hospitality 
too. Amen.

See Christ in Every Person 
M A T T H E W  2 5 : 3 1 – 4 6

T W O

Note: bit.ly addresses  
are case-sensitive.

 Visit our YouTube channel,  
www.youtube.com/c 
/GrowingFaithResources, 
 for discussion starter videos.

https://www.youtube.com/c/GrowingFaithResources
https://www.youtube.com/c/GrowingFaithResources
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GETTING STARTED
INTRODUC TIONS AND SONG

As you gather, continue to make a special effort to present a space of 
inclusion and welcome to all participants. If there are newcomers who were 
not at the previous session, have each person introduce themself. 

Invite volunteers to review the initial aspect of hospitality. 
Lead or have a volunteer lead the group in singing “God Welcomes All” 

by John Bell. This song can be found in the Glory to God hymnal, #399. You 
can hear the tune at bit.ly/FMGodWelcomesTune or watch the YouTube 
video “God Welcomes All” (bit.ly/FMGodWelcomesAll, 1:15). The lyrics are 
printed in the Adult Reflection Guide, page 17.

God welcomes all, 
strangers and friends;  
God’s love is strong 
and it never ends.

INTRODUCING THE PRACTICE
Choose one or both options.

EXPERIENCES OF HOSPITALIT Y
Have participants ponder the images of various people found on pages 

16–17 in their Adult Reflection Guide. Ask them to think about what it would 
be like to invite each of these people into their home. Use these questions 
from the Adult Reflection Guide (p. 15) for discussion: 

 Which persons look like someone you would enjoy having in your 
home? Which ones might make you uncomfortable? Why?

 Think of a time that you extended hospitality to or received hospitality 
from someone with whom you felt uncomfortable? What did you learn 
from the experience?

HOSPITALIT Y IN LOCAL COMMUNIT Y
Invite participants to think about their local community. Discuss:

 Identify places where you feel welcome. What contributes to this feeling 
of welcome?

 Identify places where you feel like an outsider or where you don’t feel 
welcome. What contributes to these feelings?

 What could you do to increase your feeling of welcome in each place?

FINDING THE PRACTICE IN THE BIBLE
Choose one or both options.

DISCUSSION OF M AT THEW 25:31–46
Have a volunteer read Matthew 25:31–46. Invite participants to read the 

paragraph that begins, “Not only does this passage . . .” on page 18 in their 
Adult Reflection Guide and discuss some or all of these questions:

 What images of hospitality are found in the Matthew text?
 What message is given about how to relate to the vulnerable in society?
 If people are encouraged to treat the vulnerable with hospitality, how are 

people to treat friends? Or enemies?

 � Bibles

 � Internet-connected device
 � This and all sessions require that the 

leader and participants have their 
copy of the Adult Reflection Guide 
with them.

http://bit.ly/FMGodWelcomesTune
http://bit.ly/FMGodWelcomesAll
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DISCUSSION OF HEBREWS 13:1–2
Have a volunteer read Hebrews 13:1–2. Tell participants that the Greek 

word translated as “hospitality” in verse 2 means “love of stranger.” Discuss:
 How are the imperatives to continue in mutual love (v. 1) and show 

hospitality to strangers/love strangers (v. 2) central to a Christian life?
 What situations do you find it is easier to show mutual love to one 

another?
 When is it easier to show hospitality/love to strangers?
 What do you learn from these verses about the practice of hospitality? 

FINDING THE PRACTICE THEN AND NOW
Choose one or both options.

MISTER ROGERS’ CLIP
Prepare to show an interview with black actor Francois Clemmons 

about his experience making this famous show where he, portraying a 
policeman, cooled his feet in the same pool with white Fred Rogers on a 
show that aired May 9, 1969 (bit.ly/FMMrRogers). You may also read the 
description of this episode found in the Adult Reflection Guide on page 21. 
Discuss people’s reactions and use these or other questions:

 In this episode/story, who extended hospitality and who received it?
 What differences were crossed?
 How was each person vulnerable in the situation?
 What needs were met in the situation?
 What do you learn about hospitality from this episode/story?

MOSAIC OF PEACE BLOGPOST
 Ask participants if anyone read Lawrence Bartel’s blogpost referenced 

on page 22 in the Adult Reflection Guide. If so, have them tell what they recall 
about the cooking lesson and meal sharing from the Mosaic of Peace trip. 
If no one is familiar with the story, briefly summarize the information from 
your reading of the blogpost. Discuss:

 In enjoying the meal, who extended hospitality and who received it?
 What differences were crossed?
 How was each person vulnerable in the situation?
 What needs were met in the situation?
 What do you learn about hospitality from this story?

PRACTICING THE PRACTICE
Choose one or more options.

EX A MPLES OF HOSPITALIT Y
Refer to the words of Scripture in “Finding the Practice in the Bible,” 

Matthew 25:35–36, on page 18 in the Adult Reflection Guide. State that Jesus 
offers six specific examples of acts of hospitality. Invite participants to think 
about each of these acts and identify opportunities they have had to enact 
them with a person outside their immediate family. If time permits, have 
volunteers tell about their activities. Discuss the questions on page 18 of the 
Adult Reflection Guide.

 � Internet-connected device

http://bit.ly/BeingBlackInMrRogersNeighborhood
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CIRCLE AC TIVIT Y
Find out if participants have completed the circle activity on page 20 in 

the Adult Reflection Guide. Lead them through the activity if it has not been 
completed. Discuss the questions as a group:

 What characteristics do you notice that are different from the circle of 
your everyday world?

 What do you know about the people in your community with whom you 
don’t have everyday contact? 

 How might you get to know them better? What acts of hospitality could 
you extend to them?

LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES
Invite participants to think about your local community or the 

community in which your church is located. Ask:
 Where are the people in your community who are the most vulnerable 

or marginalized? 
 Recalling Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 25, what types of welcome are 

suggested for these persons?
 How could you begin to provide caring hospitality for someone in a 

vulnerable or marginalized group in your community?
 What vulnerabilities might you face if you offered caring hospitality?
 How could practicing caring hospitality as a group give encouragement 

to stretch your comfort levels in facing your vulnerabilities?

FOLLOWING JESUS
Read aloud this statement: “Mission itself becomes redefined when we 

consider a move outward as a move toward God.” Encourage participants to 
move out from their circle of comfort.

In following Jesus this week, challenge each participant to practice 
hospitality toward a friend, toward an enemy, and toward a stranger.

Lead a closing prayer in which participants lift up vulnerable or 
marginalized persons before God. Begin and end the prayer with these 
phrases or one of your choosing:

Mindful of our neighbors, O God, we lift up to you both strangers and 
friends who are vulnerable, hurting, or in need . . . 

Receive these persons and give them mercy and comfort. In the name 
of Christ, we pray. Amen. 




