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T H I S  S E S S I O N
In communication studies, the word other is used as a verb describing 

the process of setting up another group of people as different, separate, and 
inferior. Othering represents the antithesis of practicing hospitality, as it 
manifests in exclusion, rejection, and separation of individuals and groups 
of people. To be hospitable means to pay attention to othering, to recognize 
it, resist it, and challenge it while also honoring and welcoming the other. 
This aspect of hospitality can be transformative.

Jesus embodied hospitality by his actions. He welcomed others. He 
listened to people’s stories. He challenged those who labeled, excluded, or 
rejected. In challenging othering, we need to pay attention to people around 
us, putting ourselves in the position of the vulnerable by speaking up, 
speaking out, and standing up while also offering welcome to God’s beloved.

T H E  B I B L E  S T O R Y
In Luke 7:36–50, Jesus is a dinner guest in the home of Simon the 

Pharisee. While dining, a woman enters the home, uninvited, and bathes 
Jesus’ feet with perfumed oil and her tears. The host looks askance at this 
so-called sinful woman, while Jesus accepts her generous gift. Then Jesus 
challenges the host, noting that the woman offered him a more generous 
hospitality than he did. Jesus spoke up when he noticed an othering of the 
woman. He honored her offerings and actions with his acceptance and 
forgiveness. 

In Mark 10:13–15, Jesus welcomes children who are brought to him, 
even as his disciples rebuke those who bring them. Children held no status 
in society in Jesus’ day. Yet Jesus welcomed these little ones. He repeatedly 
showed abundant love and hospitality for people with no power or status.

S E S S I O N  P R E P A R A T I O N
Depending on the options you choose:

 ● “Catholic Worker Movement” (p. 18): Make copies of both of these web 
pages: bit.ly/FMCWMovement and bit.ly/FMWorksOfMercy.

 ● “HuffPost Article” (p. 18): Either make a copy of the article to read or 
have this link ready: bit.ly/FMHuffPost.

Challenge Othering
L U K E  7: 3 6 – 5 0

F O U R

GOAL 
Exploring biblical texts 
where Jesus challenged 
othering, adults discuss 
ministries that offer 
hospitality to marginalized 
people.

PR AYER 
God of courage and 
welcome, justice and love, 
reveal to me where I have 
participated in othering. 
Heal the hurt I have 
caused and salve the hurt I 
have known when I’ve been 
othered. Accompany me 
as I seek to lead this study 
about these challenges to 
your abundant hospitality. 
Amen.

Note: bit.ly addresses  
are case-sensitive.

 Visit our YouTube channel,  
www.youtube.com/c 
/GrowingFaithResources, 
 for discussion starter videos.

https://www.catholicworker.org/forest-history.html
http://www.catholicworker.org/works-of-mercy.html
http://huffpost.com/entry/building-barriers-to-surm_b_8815590
https://www.youtube.com/c/GrowingFaithResources
https://www.youtube.com/c/GrowingFaithResources
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GETTING STARTED
INTRODUC TIONS AND SONG

Continue to make a special effort to present a space of inclusion and 
welcome to participants. As you begin, invite each participant to name an 
insight they have gained about practicing welcome during this study. 

Sing “God Welcomes All” a final time together, and ask if people have 
thought about how the words connect to this practice. 

INTRODUCING THE PRACTICE 
Choose one or both options.

WORD CLOUD
Refer to the word cloud image on page 39 in the Adult Reflection Guide. 

Invite participants to discuss:
 What stands out for you in this image?
 How does this collection of words inform your definition of othering?
 What incidents of othering have you experienced in your world and in 

your life?

Read aloud the Letty Russell quotation from page 21. Ask: 
 In what ways do God’s welcome and hospitality bring justice and healing 

to the world?

“DON’T L AUGH AT ME” VIDEO
Show the YouTube.com video of the song/storybook “Don’t Laugh at 

Me” (bit.ly/FMDontLaughAtMe, 3:10). 
Refer to the questions on page 35 of the Adult Reflection Guide for 

discussion.

FINDING THE PRACTICE IN THE BIBLE
Choose one or both options.

DISCUSSION OF LUKE 7:36–50
Tell participants that there are multiple examples of hospitality on 

display in Luke 7:36–50. Have them seek to identify these as they listen to 
the passage read aloud. Read the passage and discuss the questions on page 
37 of the Adult Reflection Guide. 

 
DISCUSSION OF M ARK 10:13–15

Read Mark 10:13–15. Discuss:
 Who does Jesus challenge in this text? Why does he challenge them?
 Who does Jesus affirm in this text? Why does he affirm them?
 What do you learn about hospitality from Jesus’ example?

Explain that Jesus was sought out by many who held little status in 
society: people who were sick, poor, and in need. He welcomed all who came 
to him. Review the list below and consider the welcome Jesus might offer 
various people today. Who might Jesus challenge? What challenges might he 
make?

 ● People who grew up in your community
 ● People who moved into your community from elsewhere
 ● A person who attended a prestigious school and is seeking a job

 � Internet-connected device

 � Bible

 � Bible

 � This and all sessions require that the 
leader and participants have their 
copy of the Adult Reflection Guide 
with them.

http://bit.ly/FMDontLaughAtMe
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 ● A person who dropped out of school and is seeking a job
 ● A person on the roadside asking for money
 ● A person collecting donations in a sanctioned roadside canvas
 ● A person struggling with an opioid addiction
 ● A person seeking drug treatment 

Encourage participants to add to the list and discuss. Ask:
 What insights do you gain from this discussion about welcoming people 

and challenging othering? 

FINDING THE PRACTICE THEN AND NOW
Choose one or both options.

CATHOLIC WORKER MOVEMENT 
Call attention to the information on page 38 of the Adult Reflection Guide 

about the Catholic Worker Movement. Form two groups and distribute 
copies of the two handouts about the Catholic Worker Movement. Allow 
participants time to read the handouts and then discuss them as a large 
group. Some questions to ask include:

 In what ways do the movement’s “Works of Mercy” reflect Jesus’ 
teachings and model of hospitality?

 In what ways do the commitments and actions of the movement reflect 
the social challenges of the 1930s?

 How are these relevant today?
 How does this example inform your practice of offering hospitality and 

challenging othering?

HUFFPOST  ARTICLE
Before reading the article, briefly tell what it is about. Melanie Goldberg 

tells of a brief subway ride she took one morning in New York City, where 
another passenger came to the aid of a stranger and diffused a tense 
situation. Now read the article and discuss:

 As you read the story, what did you expect to happen?
 What might have happened if the “man with sidelocks” had responded 

to the agitated person?
 What might have happened if the tall man had stood up to the agitated 

person?
 How did the tall man’s actions toward the “man with sidelocks” serve as 

a “confrontation,” in this situation?
 What if, instead of confronting persons with whom we are 

uncomfortable, we simply stood by, as peers, next to those being 
oppressed?

 How does this example inform your practice of offering hospitality and 
challenging othering? 

PRACTICING THE PRACTICE
Choose one or both options.

DISCUSSION OF BUECHNER QUOTE
Refer to the “Practicing the Practice” activity detailed in the Adult 

Reflection Guide on page 41. Invite participants to discuss how they can 

 � Copies of bit.ly/FMCWMovement 
and bit.ly/FMWorksOfMercy

 � Internet-connected device or copy 
of article

https://www.catholicworker.org/forest-history.html
https://www.catholicworker.org/
http://www.catholicworker.org/works-of-mercy.html
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apply the Frederick Buechner quotation about God’s call to the practice of 
hospitality. Ask participants to tell one another:

 What welcoming acts bring you joy or great satisfaction?
 What effect do these acts have on the people you welcome?
 How might these welcoming acts be extended to people around you 

who have a deep hunger to practice welcome?

As a group, brainstorm to identify established hospitality ministries 
in your community that group members may plug into and participate in. 
Make a plan to connect with one of these ministries and determine the steps 
needed to participate in their work. Try to join in at least one ministry of 
hospitality for a group practice.

AC TIONS
Identify and list individuals and groups in your community who may 

experience othering or exclusion from the broader community. Review 
the list and imagine concrete words or actions Jesus might offer to show 
welcome and hospitality to each of these persons or groups. You may 
reference Jesus’ words and actions displayed in the Bible study for this 
aspect. Discuss:

 How might Jesus’ words and actions of hospitality transform those who 
are othered?

 How could you offer words and/or actions of hospitality toward people 
who are othered?

 What words or actions might Jesus use to confront the community that 
others certain people or groups?

 What can be transformed in your community to make it a more 
hospitable place?

 How can you be involved in this transformation?

As a group, plan together an action you will take to reach out and 
welcome persons who are excluded or othered in your community.

FOLLOWING JESUS
Review the four aspects of this practice: 

 ● Welcome Others as God Welcomes You
 ● See Christ in Every Person 
 ● Know Your Gifts 
 ● Challenge Othering

Invite participants to name a facet of hospitality that has been 
discovered or challenged through this study. Ask:

 How will you follow Jesus by welcoming others?

 Close the gathering by saying/singing together the song used in each 
session’s opening. Claim these words as God’s call and character.

God welcomes all, 
strangers and friends;  
God’s love is strong 
and it never ends.

 � Newsprint
 � Marker




