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The Importance of Retreat 
 

I can truthfully say that most of the spiritual insights―insight that leads to real change in 
perspective and relationships―have come to me while on retreat, whether that retreat was a 
day, a weekend, or a week. There is something about stepping outside our “normal” routine that 
gives us new eyes, and sometimes, a new heart and mind, as well. Retreat is something that I 
have sought out for myself personally and professionally over and over again because it allows 
me a gracious space to see, feel and know myself and God, and therefore everything and 
everybody else in my life, in fresh ways. I have participated in active retreats like work camps 
and mission trips; I have participated in reflective retreats like contemplative and silent retreats 
organized around prayer and the practice of solitude. I have been on and organized church, 
family, staff, couple’s, women’s and clergy retreats. Each and every one of these experiences 
helped me, and the groups involved, to deepen our connections. There is a reason Jesus often 
“withdrew to a lonely place,” alone or with his disciples. Retreat is transformational. 
 
So, I enthusiastically encourage you to take the time to attend our upcoming KCC Fall Retreat 
at Canonicus Conference Center on Saturday, October 23, 9-5, with your family (there will be 
both age specific and multi-age segments). After a long, protracted (physical) separation 
imposed by COVID and an important transition (to a new pastor) in the life of the congregation, 
the leaders of our church are inviting us to take time away together to reconnect with God, 
nature, and our family of faith in a place of beautiful retreat at a glorious time of the year. We 
will take time to think about our past, present and future, enjoy both fun and fellowship, ground 
ourselves in God and the goodness of the earth. We’ll laugh, pray, break bread, sing, 
reflect―and grow! I promise you! It never fails. When we step away and invite God to go with 
us, things deepen and open. Relationships strengthen, hearts soften, hopes are kindled and 
energy is renewed. Yours, mine, ours together. 
 
Please join us and let’s be refreshed in God together!  
 
Grace&Peace, Rev. Jan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 F 



 R E G I S T E R  B Y  10 .03 .21  O N L I N E :     https://bit.ly/KCCretreat21

R O O T E D  I N  L O V E ,  G R O W I N G  I N  G O D

fall foliage, faith,fall foliage, faith,  
  fellowship, food, fun,fellowship, food, fun,
and finding our future,and finding our future,
together.together.  

ALL
CHURCH
RETREAT

H O S T E D  B Y :  K I N G S T O N  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C H U R C H

Join us for an all-church
homecoming. This retreat is a
day to pause in nature, to feel
more connected to God and
to each other, and to bring a
sense of excitement for our
future.  All ages welcome!

REGISTRATION DETAILS

Adults: $25 each; Kids under 16 are free.
includes activities, refreshments & lunch
Money should never prevent someone
from attending. Please talk to Rev. Jan if
the cost is an obstacle or if you need a
ride. 
                               RSVP  Deadline 10.03.21

VOLUNTEER

We are currently seeking volunteers:
2 for setup, 2 for a morning children's
activity, 5 for clean up. Also, we need folks
to pickup/drop off someone who needs a
ride.  Please indicate on your registration
form if you are willing to help.

 R E G I S T E R  @  C O F F E E  H O U R :  S T A R T I N G  O N  09 .05 .21



 

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.                                                                     
      

 
October’s Deacon of the Month is Margaret Bradley (peteandmargaret@verizon.net) 

 
  

In Sympathy 
The congregation expresses deepest condolences to the Demitroff and Lenox families on the 
death of Marge Demitroff who passed away on September 19th. 

 
 
Worship in October: 
 
Sunday, October 3: Following Jesus by Making Disciples (4th week of our first “Follow Jesus” 
unit/practice). Matthew 28:16-20. Often called “The Great Commission,” the resurrected Jesus 
tells his followers to “go into all the world” to teach and baptize and make disciples.  In a global 
and multicultural world, how do we understand this mandate? It can’t mean domination and 
dominion. How does a “servant Church” move into and speak to “all the world?” 
 
Sunday, October 10: Welcome Others as God Welcomes You (1st week of our “Welcome All” 
unit/practice). The first unit of our yearlong “Follow Me” curriculum/worship calendar was a 
general introduction to the idea of being a “follower” of Jesus. Now we turn to specific 
practices Jesus lived and taught. The first is “Welcome All.” This Sunday we’re setting the 
stage for the inclusive and broad welcome of Jesus, by remembering the original story of God’s 
creation of the world: Genesis 1:1-2:4a. Jesus modeled the kind of loving connection that God 
makes with all things and all people in this origin story. Diversity is intended, needed and 
embraced. This comes from God. It is the foundation of our Christian community.  
 
Sunday, October 17: See Christ in Every Person (2nd week of our “Welcome All” unit/practice). 
Matthew 25:31-46. The well-known parable of the sheep and goats. Last week we were invited 
to see God’s practice of welcome in relationship to the entire creation; this week we’re 
encouraged to practice that welcome with every individual, especially those who are most 
vulnerable, the hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, imprisoned and stranger. But like the “sheep” in the 
parable, when we serve the needs of others, we are often the ones who “inherit the kingdom.”  
 
Sunday, October 24: Know Your Gifts (3rd week of our “Welcome All” unit/practice). Luke 
10:38-42. The story of Martha and Mary reminds us there are different ways to welcome. Some 
of us are consummate hosts and “hands on workers,” like Martha. Some of us are gifted 
listeners like Mary. Jesus loved them both. How do our differing gifts shape our practice of 
welcome and hospitality?  
 
Sunday, October 31: Challenge Othering (4th week of our “Welcome All” unit/practice). Luke 
7:36-50. In this story, a version of which is shared in all four gospels, a woman anoints Jesus 
with costly perfume. The host of this meal in Luke is Simon the Pharisee who talks about and 
treats the woman as “other.” Our Follow Me curriculum editors write: “In communication 
studies, the word other is used as a verb, describing the verbal process of setting up another 
group of people as different, separate, and inferior.” In this story, and consistently, Jesus 
challenged “othering.” As his followers, we are called to do the same. 
 



 

 
Upcoming Confirmation Program to Begin Sunday, Oct. 24! 
 
All KCC 9th and 10th graders (and older) are invited to participate in this semi-monthly program 
that will run end of October 2021 to end of April 2022. Meetings are planned for two Sundays a 
month, 6:00-7:30 pm, in the Fireplace Room. Together we’ll explore what a contemporary, 
progressive Christian faith might look like and discover what being a follower of Jesus means to 
each of us. Sunday meetings will be augmented with mission and service opportunities as well 
as one weekend retreat.  
 
If you haven’t already, and would like to talk to Rev. Jan about your youth participating in this 
upcoming Confirmation program, please contact her at church via the office phone or email 
revjan@kingcongchurch.org. 
 
 

URI Students/KCC College Students Gathering:  
“Taco Tuesday” on October 5, 6 pm 

 
We want to welcome students back to campus and invite any interested students to find friends 
and spiritual support at KCC. All current KCC college students and URI students are invited for 
an informal get-together at the church on Tuesday, October 5, at 6 pm. Come, make your own 
and enjoy free tacos! Simply a chance to get to know each other and explore friendship in your 
church or a church away from home church!  
 

 

Funding Forward and “Beneficent Banquets” 
 
Our congregation’s year-long participation in Luther Seminary’s “Funding Forward” program 
continues and KCC will be running its two-part Funding Forward “experiment” in October and 
November. Our experimental project is comprised of a ticketed dining experience (the 
“banquet”) in which a small group (8-12) joins with a local chef for hands-on instruction in the 
preparation of a special menu and then the enjoyment of sharing a meal together. Proceeds from 
the tickets for the Beneficent Banquet will go to address food insecurity in our region. Our first 
“Beneficent Banquet” will benefit the Jonnycake Center’s food programs and a November 
“Friendsgiving” here at KCC, open to all, and resourced by local farms and food rescue 
agencies, such as “We Share Hope” (www.wesharehope.org).  
 
Our first Beneficent Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, October 30, 5-9 pm. Tickets are $100 
(all profit donated to address hunger in South County). Reservations can be made by contacting 
the church office: office@kingcongchurch.org or 401-783-5330.  
 
Our first Community Meal, a “Friendsgiving,” is scheduled for Saturday, November 20, 6-8pm. 
All are welcome for this sit-down, family-style dinner with some traditional and some new 
favorites. Reserve your seat by contacting the church office: office@kingcongchurch.org or 
401-783-5330.  
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

The October Congregational Meeting 
of 

The Kingston Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
Will be Held in the Sanctuary & via Zoom 

Following the Worship Service 
 

Sunday, October 17, 2021 
10:45 a.m. 

Frank Lenox, Secretary 
 

Tentative Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order: Joyce Stevos, Moderator 

2. Adoption of Agenda 

3. Approval of Minutes of Congregational Meeting of May 16, 2021 

4. Report of the President: Louise Pearson 

5. Report of the Treasurer: presented by Doug Kraus 

6. Reports of Board and Committees 

7. Old Business 

8. New Business 

9. Pastor’s Comments & Closing Prayer: Rev. Dr. Jan Gregory-Charpentier 

10. Adjourn 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Kingston Congregational Church, UCC 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 
 
1. Call to Order by Moderator, Mary Daly (10:38 am) 

a. 4 handouts: Agenda; Minutes from Jan 24, 2021; Balance Sheet; Treasurer’s 
Report 

b. Quorum declared by Moderator (45 people online) 
c. Only dissenters should raise their hands during a vote. 

 
2. Adoption of Agenda 

a. Motion to accept the agenda, M/S/P 
 
3. Approval of Minutes of January 24, 2021 Congregational Meeting,  

a. Motion to accept the minutes, with edits M/S/P 
 

4. Report of the President, Louise Pearson 
We have not missed a service and we have had new members join during this 
time period. In spite of our isolation, we have continued to maintain contact with 
members. As term limits result in the loss of members on boards, consider 
stepping up to join a board. 

 
5. Report of the Treasurer, Sharon Davis 

a. $31k in our account (95% of our budget has been collected) 
b. Judy Korgen has volunteered to be Treasurer for next year 
c. Budget: approved by Finance Board 

i. giving 6% from Endowment for the operating budget 
d. Motion to accept the report, M/S/P 

 
6. Reports of Boards and Committees 

a. Deacons – Susan Berman 
i. Thanks to Rev. Jan for her tireless effort to keep members engaged 

during this time. 
ii. Thanks to the Tech Team and the virtual Choir. 

iii. Thanks to the SNE UCC for seeing us through 2 interim ministers. 
iv. Thanks to JoAnn, Linda and Rem, whose terms as Deacons will be 

ending. 
v. Thanks to all members who have been joining service virtually each 

week. 
vi. Efforts to continue providing virtual elements of the service will be 

pursued, including a screen for the sanctuary. 
b. Stewardship - Doug Kraus 

i. Have received 84 pledges (of 104), $216k 
ii. Expect to close the $6k budget gap with remaining pledges 

c. Investment Committee - Dick Geisler 
i. The idea of splitting the Endowment into 3 ‘pots’ has been tabled. 

ii. Endowment up 6.1% as of 3/31/21; up ~10% year to date, $1.6M 



d. Missions - Karen Johnson 
i. Witness Stones Project - recognition of history and contributions of 

slaves/former slaves in the Kingston area; Board met with Exec. 
Director of the project. 6/14 organizational meeting 
(witnessstonesproject.org) 

ii. Thanks for contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing 
iii. Blanket Sunday contribution 
iv. Johnnycake Center contribution 
v. K.I.N.D. contribution 

vi. Delle McCormick (former Emig lecture) planning contribution 
vii. Phyllis Wheatley fund - planning contribution 

viii. Rev. Darrell Goodwin (Emig lecture) was well received 
e. CE - Michelle Girasole 

i. Zoom screen time reduced in favor of creative outdoor 
meetings/projects (i.e. Potter Woods) 

ii. students will be receiving Bibles this month 
iii. Adult Ed: White Fragility; I’m Tired of Apologizing for a Church I Don’t 

Belong To; Lenten Reflection (Numa) group, Monday night group. 
iv. Communication: 2019 - newsletter began, 2021 website will be 

updated, this will eliminate the need to attend service through 
FaceBook. 

f. Music - Sue Snow 
i. Thanks to those who are contributing to music each week. 

g. Trustees - Tracy Heffron 
i. work continues to get done 

ii. Board needs more members 
h. Fellowship - Andrea 

i. Virtual Progressive Supper 
ii. SCRIP - continues to be our sole fundraiser for the church.  

i. Finance Board – Doug Kraus 
i. Dave Coleman is the new chair, + 3 other members 

j. Leadership Development 
i. Moderator, Trustees, Stewardship 

 
7. Old Business 

a. none 
 
8. New Business  

a. Technology upgrade proposal (2-year investment) 
i. Live streaming equipment, software, skills upgrade 

ii. Website upgrade 
iii. 2020-21 budget covered Phase 1 costs; 2021-22 budget will cover 

Phase 2 costs (monthly hosting fee - $350, coming from Revitalization 
Fund and Communication budget) 

iv. Motion to approve the spending for the Technology Upgrade 
proposal, M/S/P 
 

 
 
 
 



9.   Pastor’s Comments, Closing Prayer - Rev. Jan Gregory-Charpentier 
a. Funding Forward - different pathways to generate funding for missions, need 

to think about what our mission is 
b. Reopening Task Force - Reopening date - June 6, document will be sent next 

week specifying what people can expect (physically, spiritually, etc.) 
i. we are being very mindful of our online community as we reopen, 

creating a hybrid service for those in church and those online; “an 
inclusion of what was and what will be” 

  
10. Meeting Recess: 11:59 am 

a. Motion: The Congregational Meeting should recess until June 6, 2021, M/S/P 
b. Meeting in recess. 

 
 

Meeting Reconvened: June 6, 2021, 10:58 am. Moderator declared a quorum. 
 
11. Church Slate (Boards & Committees) 

a. Motion: Church Slate accepted as amended, M/S/P 
i. Moderator - Joyce Stevos 

ii. Deacons - Gideon Lyngdoh, Jim Findlay 
iii. Sue Davis - Pastoral Relations Committee 

 
12. Meeting Adjourn: 11:02 pm 

a. Motion to adjourn, M/S/P 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Francis Lenox, Secretary 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Announcing our new KingCongChurch.org website! 
 
If you haven't had the chance to take a peek at our new website, please do.  Michelle, together 
with Shirley and Rev. Jan and Englund Studio, worked on this over the summer, creating a 
mobile-friendly and graphics-rich website experience that shows the colorful vibrancy of our 
church life at KCC.  Our new site is mobile-friendly, and links to our livestream worship service 
on YouTube.  Our blog gives us a calendar grid of worship services as well as upcoming events. 
You may notice that many elements of our historic building were graphically woven into the 
background, and the sanctuary colors of red, cream and green were specifically chosen to give 
visitors - both "onsite and online" a similar experience.  We hope you find this new site easy to 
navigate and welcome ideas and suggestions for new content. 

 
KCC Church Treasurer 

 
The office of Church Treasurer, an important and necessary position in our church, needs to be 
filled. The Treasurer's duties include:   
 
1. Providing a monthly Treasurer’s Report to the Church Council, and to the Boards of Finance 
and Trustees. 
 
2.  Having charge of church funds, receiving all monies, signing checks and keeping open and 
true accounts of all financial transactions with the help of Shirley Schock, the financial secretary. 
 
If you are interested in serving in this position, please contact Doug Kraus.  Doug will be happy 
to speak with anyone interested in learning more about the Treasurer's duties.  Doug is a past 
Treasurer and member of the Board of Finance with much experience in the finances of KCC. 

 
Offering Envelopes 

 
If you ordered pledge envelopes for the current fiscal year and have not received them yet, you 
may pick them up in Fellowship Hall on Sundays or anytime the church is open. 

 
If you would like to use envelopes for this year and did not request them previously, please 
contact the church office to arrange for getting a box. 
 
Thank you. 
 

Blue Jean Sunday November 7th 
  

Everyone is encouraged to stay after church on November 7th to help the Trustees and Andy 
spruce up the church and grounds. 

 

 
 



"Blanket the World with Love" 
 
The Board of Missions and Social Justice will hold our annual Church World Service (CWS) Blanket 
Sunday offering on October 17 and 24, 2021.  This year our donations will be designated to CWS' 
Afghan refugee resettlement program that is so desperately needed at this time and will be long into 
the future. Check out more at How to Help Afghans - CWS (cwsglobal.org) 
 
Envelopes will be provided at both services, but if you are still not attending in person, you can send 
your donations to the church office at 2610 Kingstown, Rd.  Kingston, RI 02881.  Please make any 
checks payable to KCC and denote “Blanket Sunday” in the memo line. 
Thank you for supporting this incredibly important mission work!  
 

Women's Fellowship News 

We will hope to meet Monday, October 18 at 7 pm in the Fireplace Room for Connie and Cindy’s 
program. We need someone for Devotions. (We will skip food for now so no Hostess is needed and 
please do wear masks).  

We will not be holding the Gingerbread House event this year which means we will have a meeting 
on Monday, November 15 at 7 pm in the Fireplace Room. We need someone for Devotions. We will 
have a chance to talk and share with one another and finalize the plan for December 4 Christmas in 
Kingston Cookie/Fudge Sale.   

Thank you to those who were able to stay for the presentation about Edesia. If you weren't there, 
watch for a recording on our You Tube site or go to their website www.Edesianutrition.org. 

If you are inspired to make a donation, there are envelopes on the table in Fellowship Hall or ask 
Helen Rowe-Drake for more information, 789-8910, or donate thru their website.  

 

Volunteer Help is Needed  
for South County Habitat for Humanity!  

  
Faith Build Yard Sale and Bake Sale- Saturday, Oct. 23 at Wakefield Baptist Church 
Please note that is also the date of our Church Retreat, but you can still lend a hand by helping with 
sorting and pricing items on Thursday the 21st or Friday the 22nd.  Of course, your delightful baked 
goods would be most welcome too!  In addition to our typical cookies, pies, brownies, cakes,... 
chowder, jams, jellies, baked beans, chili are also welcome! Let's GO, KCC and show them how it's 
done! 
This event is part of the FAITH BUILD  initiative of which KCC is a part.  All proceeds will go 
toward the Westerly build. 
Please contact Nancy Bancroft if you can cook/bake or otherwise lend a hand:  
nanbanc@verizon.net 
 
Wakefield Baptist 
236 Main Street, Wakefield, RI 
 
Faith Build Event for KCC  
Kingston Congregational Church will be sending "10 of our finest" to the Westerly Faith Build on 
Saturday, October 30 
The build is from 8:30am-2:30pm.  Participants should be 16 years old or older.  If you're available to 
lend a hand, please contact Lisa Bowe for more information: labowe01@gmail.com. 


